














LEESBURG 
IS FOR YOU— 


YEAR “ROUND 












gn the shores of lovely Lakes Griffin and Harris, is 
Appeal to visitors and local residents alike. 


arge Mouth Bass Capital of America’”’ best indi- 
er of this game fish. In the 1400 lakes within a few 
: other sporty food fish abound. Good hotels, 


Nees bure’s ah sunt, Venetian Gardens, developed from a natural be- 
ginning—toe nt tropical beauty at a cost of more than a million 
dollars, portrays loveliness unequalled anywhere. 


Big league teams hold spring training in Leesburg and a local baseball 
team in the Florida State League occupies a prominent place in Leesburg’s 
recreational program. 


Excellent courts for tennis, shuffleboard and lawn bowling provide 
facilities for amateur and professional. Or you may golf, go boating and 
drive through the rolling countryside around Leesburg on shade-lined 
streets and highways through forests of live oak and trim citrus groves. 
A large municipal pool and many clear lakes with fine white sand 
beaches offer healthful and enjoyable swimming. 


Game is plentiful in the wooded areas adjacent to Leesburg and 
nearby Ocala National Forest is famous for hunting throughout the state. 


Leesburg invites you to visit and enjoy this beautiful modern city. 
Come to Leesburg once—eventually you’ll make it your home! 


We Would Like To Welcome You To 
“CENTRAL FLORIDA'S PLAYGROUND” 





FOR EVERY BANKING NEED... | FIRST FEDERAL LOAN LASSITER-WARE LOCKES 
Call on ASSOCIATION PANS SoU RY ACRE CE / 
The First National Bank} = OF LAKE COUNTY Serving YOU First ST ses eres 
of Leesburg Savings Loans | Leesburg, Florida| Leesburg, Florida 
Boats Motors 
Sand Beach 
TWIN PALMS RESORT | ““NLEY mac bec riiliet autint RUTIG’S 
Leesburg, Florida CONSTRUCTION Just moved to 1324 W. Main 
| H. P. BOSONQUETT Phone 161 BIK 
FLORIST Leesburg, Florida | Leesburg, Florida First ere Bank 


1703 W. Main Leesburg 


For Blocks That Last... 
Insist They Come From 


EVINRUDE OUTBOARD 
MOTORS MASON’S CONCRETE 


COTTRELL BOATS waar ya 
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OF LEESBURG 
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‘Pee PREINOLY SORE 


: “‘We Never Hear a Rumble... 
: N. of Leesburg - Eustis Our Blocks Don’t Crumble” 











THANKS FROM THE VETERANS 


We want to express our appreciation to 
the persons who took part in the fishing 
expedition to Ocean Pond for Disabled Vet- 
erans from the Lake City Hospital. We 
can’t express in words our feelings, and 
we hope this turns into an annual affair, 
or even more often, if possible. 

We are both disabled veterans of World 
War II, but we’re more fortunate than some 
are aS we are able to work, and we're 
ardent fishermen. There’s nothing as good 
for the nerves as an outing on one of Flor- 
ida’s lakes or rivers. Of course a nice string 
of fish helps out now and then, and _ this 
will soon be possible with Operation Brush 
Pile going so good in our part of the state. 
Thanks again for the good work and the 
good deed. 

L. H. PEELER, Captain, 
Naval Station Fire Dept. 
THAD B. CROSSLEY, 
Naval Station Fire Dept., 
Green Cove Springs. 

This letter of appreciation was received 
by Ben L. McLauchlin, Director of the 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission. 
The above mentioned party for crippled 
veterans and Operation Brush Pile, both 
sponsored by the Commission’s Northeast 
Florida Division, have created much interest 
and favorable comment from sportsmen in 
this part of the state. Good, sound conser- 
vation methods, with everybody cooperating, 
can lead only to better and better fishing 
and more and more projects like these all 
over Florida. 





May I congratulate you on Hank Bruns’ 
story “A Plug Is Born.” I, for one, would 
like to see more stories on the development 
of some of our favorite plugs. The BeBop 
is the number one surface plug in my tackle 
box. I have had all of our fresh water fish 
go for it. 

GEORGE K. HARRINGTON, 
Pensacola. 

Anyone else want to see more articles on 

bait and lures? If so, speak up. 





RAISING BASS 

I read with interest the article “Operation 
Brush Pile” in the last issue. I have been 
doing this for the past forty years. In the 
North I used brush. Here, I use dead palm 
branches. The results are amazing. 

In the North I have raised bass in acre 
breeding ponds and have produced 8,000 
bass per year by feeding ground fish for 
which I had to pay 8¢ per pound. 

When I see what could be done here with 
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the thousands of pounds of rough fish avail- 
able, I have been hoping someone would 
suggest this method of bass propagation to 
the Commission. By intensive feeding I have 
grown bass to be 12 inches long and weigh 
a pound in four and a half months. 


FRED S. WHITEHEAD, 
Minneola. 


First time we ever heard of growing a 
bass that size in 4% months, and we can 
find no printed records of any such feat. 
Commission biologists accept the theory that 
ground fish would help in ponds stocked 
only with bass, but in waters containing 


catfish and other rough fish this type of 
supplement feeding would not be profitable. 


MOVING TO FLORIDA 

You sure have your job cut out for you 
if you are going to try to improve Florida 
Wildlife, as it is just about perfect. 

Our subscription started the first of this 
year and we eagerly await each issue. We 
are now packing up what we can get in the 
car and are heading down that way to make 
it our future home, having retired on just 
about a disability pension from my position 
as postoffice clerk. Every time we get a new 


(Continued on Page 3) 
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Annual NRA Convention 
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Don’t miss this opportunity to visit the National 
Rifle Association Annual Convention with its 
featured display of guns and shooting equipment. 


The exhibit hall of every NRA Convention has been a fascinating spot. 
Here you'll find many outstanding examples of the gun makers’ art. You'll 
see the latest and best in sights, telescopes, reloading tools and supplies, 
and all the other equipment that goes along with guns and gunpowder. 
Just a few hours here is a liberal education for anyone who enjoys guns 


and shooting. 


Come to the George Washington Hotel in Jacksonville, Florida, anytime 


during the following schedule: 


Convention registration . 
Convention begins . 
Exhibits open ....... August 16 at 7:00 P. M. 
Exhibit hall open. .August 17, 18, 19, 21 & 22 









Convention closes ...... 


.August 16 & 17 
on aetna aien August 17 


1:00 P. M. to 5:00 P. M. and 
7:00 P. M. to 11:00 P.M. daily. 
On Wednesday, August 20 

9:00 A. M. to Noon only. 
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THIS MONTH'S COVER 


The artist of this month’s cover 
is John Bollin, advanced adver- 
tising design student studying 
with Professor Rudolf Jegart at 
Florida State University. The 
illustration depicts a midnight 
raccoon hunt familiar to many 
Florida hunters. 
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issue it puts us in a whirl as to where to 
stop when we get there. The whole state 
sounds so good that it is making it awfully 
hard to decide. 

There is just one thing we, the Wife and 
I, would like to have you do. Tell all the 
bass fishermen to leave a few of the smaller 
ones for us to take this Fall — that is all we 
are used to up here. 

We may stop in on our way through and 
say “hello,” and thank the outfit personally; 
also pick up a couple of licenses. 

MRS. AND MR. SETH C. BOYD, 
Galesburg, Illinois. 
(The wife always comes first when it comes 
to fishing.) 

Welcome, neighbor! We can’t help you 
on deciding where to stop . .. there’s too 
many doggone good places all over Florida. 

DON’T SHOOT 

If you stop my subscription I am going 
to shoot you. That would be something to 
write to Ripley—“Duck shoots man.” No 
other fishing magazine keeps my fever up 
like FLORIDA WILDLIFE. I take my hat 
off to you good people for the fine work 
you are doing. Keep it up. 

TERRY DUCK, 
Loxley, Alabama 

Yes, Sir. We'll keep your magazine com- 
ing for sure. We sho don’t want to wind 
up in no Ripley column. 

HOW ABOUT IT? 

In the July issue of FLORIDA WILD- 
LIFE magazine, the editorial by Horace 
Loftin “Brrrr-Wump” shows pictures of a 
Wildlife Officer using a headlite to hunt 
bullfrogs. I understood it was illegal to 
enter the woods at night with a headlite 
for any reason. How about it? 

JIMMY MYERS, 
Tampa 

It’s okay to hunt frogs with a light, Jim- 
my. The rules specify that you can’t carry 
a gun with your light. 

Your excellent magazine, loaned to us 
by our host, Charles Swanberg, of Estero, 
is so interesting we want it for our own. 

Will you begin with the February, 1952 
issue? We are anxious to have the article 
on balanced fish population in inland lakes. 
We think it should apply to Minnesota, our 
summer home. 

MRS. HAROLD F. MILLER 
Chicago, III. 


FLORIDA WILDLIFE appreciates the 
fine way in which our readers are showing 
it off to their friends, most of whom are 
becoming our friends and readers. More 
and more the residents in other States are 
looking forward to a bit of Florida each 
month. We appreciate the help our Florida 
readers are giving us. 


WE WANT TO GO, TOO 
You have in the May, 1952 issue, on page 
12 an article, “The Jensen Savannas.” 
Would you kindly let me know how to 
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get there, and what local men—centrally 

located on the best fishing grounds—who 

might give me more detailed information as 

to camps, boats, etc. I wish to go there for 

a few weeks fishing with my friends. 
JOHN SHERMAN 
Inverness 


I was very much interested in the ar- 
ticle, “The Jensen Savannas” by Charles 
Schilling in the May issue of FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE. I would appreciate it if you 
would furnish me with the address of some 
fishing camp or person whom I could hire 
to guide me, or at least rent me a boat to 
try those wataers. 


Charlie, it looks as though you've sold 
"em on those giant bass, so you'll have to 
help see to it that the boys catch some. If 
anyone else wants to go, the boy to see is 
Daily 


Charles Schilling, Stuart 


Stuart, Fla. 


News, 
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P. O. Box 149 


A. F. RICH COMPANY 


CONTRACTORS 
216 E. Pershing Street 
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 


*Please enter my subscription for one 
year for your Florida Wildlife magazine. 
My boss, Robert T. Brown Sr., Sumter, 
S. C., receives Florida Wildlife each month 
and I have enjoyed it so much that I 
want my husband to receive it. 
MRS. EARL McCOY 
Oswego, S. C. 


FISHING AND HUNTING 
REASONABLE RATES 


‘Tze GASIS 
ab 


MODERN CABINS 


FURNISHED COMPLETE 


Hot and Cold Running Water 
Innerspring Mattresses 


24 BOATS ® MOTORS ©& GUIDES 
AND LIVE BAIT AT ALL TIMES 
For Reservations Write 
THE OASIS, R. D. 1, Lake Wales, Fla. 





FLORIDA WATERS 







Phone 2-4473 
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Old Uncle Rufus got some fine 
pictures and letters from his gang 
this month, some of which appear 
in this column. Some of the other 
pictures will be used in the Sep- 
tember Florida Wildlife. 

A few days ago, when Uncle 
Rufus was over at the Game Com- 
mission building at Tallahassee, he 
heard some great news for you kids 
in the Junior Conservation Clubs. 
Seems like that long-awaited sum- 
mer camp is going to be held this 
month. 

The Game Commission is going to 
establish the camp the week of Au- 
gust 17 to 24 at Camp Rotary, near 
Lakeland, and two delegates from 








each club in the state will be given 
a free weeks vacation at the ex- 
pense of the Commission. 

You boys who are lucky enough 
to be chosen for this trip should 
have a whale of a good time, and 
learn a lot of new dope on fish and 
wildlife conservation from the in- 
structors. 

Ben McLauchlin, director of the 
game agency, (and who, by the way, 
sure is some booster of your junior 
club work) said that this was only 
the start of the youth program, and 
within the next few years he hoped 
that several summer camps will be 
set up throughout the state. He said 
that this would allow each club to 
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Bill Finley and his Scout buddies helped 

wildlife officers release quail to restock 

hunting areas in Calhoun county this spring. 

The quail were trapped on lands closed to 
hunting. 


spend an entire week in one of the 
camps during the summer vacation 
months. 

Highlighted during the week’s en- 
campment will be the formation and 
charter signing of the state-wide 
Junior Conservation League. Mem- 
bers of the Commission and other 
State officials will be on hand to 
witness this event. 

Now, for some of the letters Uncle 
Rufus has received: 

“Dear Uncle Rufus: 

I saw in the Florida Wildlife mag- 
azine that you are writing a column 
for boys. My brothers and I are 
looking forward to the next edition 
of Florida Wildlife. 

I am a member of the Pensacola 
Junior Sportsman Club. We recently 
sold Wildlife subscriptions to help 
our club get money for camping 
trips and other activities. 

I have had lots of pets, including 
a raccoon, gopher, horned toads, 
and many others, and I would like 
to get a screech owl now. If anyone 
knows where I can obtain one, I’d 
appreciate hearing from them. 

Billy Cowling (agel2) 
1216 E. Moreno St. 
Pensacola, Fla.” 

When old Uncle Rufus was a boy, 
he used to find them in big hollow 
trees in the woods. If any of you 
kids can help Billy, let him know. 


“Dear sirs, 
I am 16 years old, and I recently 
spent two weeks at Miami Beach. 
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Rickey Rowland of Winter Park doesn’t have to depend upon the grown-ups to take him 
fishing. Rickey just hooks up his home-made boat trailer to his bicycle, loads his tackle 
and takes off for one of the many good fishin’ holes near his home. 











I used a spinning outfit (7 foot, 4 
inch bamboo rod, Mitchell reel, 4 lb. 
test monofilament) and I have never 
had so much fun in my life. I hope 
to come back next year and fish 
for tarpon with spinning tackle. I’m 
trying to convince my parents to 
move to Florida for good. 
Alvin Goldstein 


Brooklyn, New York”’ 


Holland and Wayne Coulter, Dade City, and 

their pet coons. The boys found the baby 

coons and fed them with an eye-dropper 

until they were large enough to take care 
of themselves. 
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‘Dear Uncle Rufus, 

I am 13 years old. My name is 
Sylvia Wilkes. I would like to see 
my story printed in the July issue. 
Here it is: 

“What's Biting?” 

One day, not so very long ago, I 
went on a fishing trip. The day 
went by with not a single fish 
caught. About 4:15 a man came 
and watched as the fish struck at 
the bugs on top of the water. Then 
he put the color of bait on his hook 
that the bugs were. He caught 10 
fish in no time. Ever since that day 
that is how I catch all my fish. THE 
END. 

Sylvia Wilkes 
Grantsboro, N. C. 


Uncle Rufus got a fine report 
from the St. Petersburg club show- 
ing how famous they are at casting: 

“The St. Petersburg Junior Rod 
and Reel Club Casting Team—Flor- 
ida State Champions—added _ an- 
other first to their long list of cham- 
pionship performances when they 


‘returned home from Birmingham, 


Ala., with the Dixie Intermediate 
Casting title which they won in 
competition with teams from 11 
Southern States last month. 

The boys team, which won the 
state title after defeating the senior 


POLY-CHOKE NOW IN FLORIDA 


INSTALLED BY FACTORY TRAINED MECHANICS 


4-HOUR SERVICE . 








More red snapper than a guy can carry-~-— 

ro Neil Lawrence of Ensley, Alabama just 

drags his string to the car. He got these 

beauties while fishing at Panama City 
recently. 





© CUSTOM SHOTGUN AND 
RIFLE REBUILDING 


® MILITARY CONVERSIONS 
® CUSTOM RE-BLUING 


® EXCLUSIVE DEALERS OF 
SHOOTERS SUPPLIES 


® DISCOUNTS TO BONA 
FIDE DEALERS 


Write For Information 


GUN BLUING SHOP 


Bob Fraker, Gunsmith 


Winter Park, Florida 
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club of the St. Petersburg group in 
the recent Florida tournament, re- 
ceived quite an ovation for their 
prowess at the Southern meet, and 
plans have been made to take the 
team to the National Championships 
at Peoria, Ill., where the boys will 
be pitted against the top teams from 
over the nation. 

The girls team, which didn’t have 
any competition in the junior divi- 
sion, competed against all of the 
womens teams, coming up with a 
victory over a team from Wetumpka, 
Ala. 

Members of the boys team in- 
cluded Bob McCarty, Ray Smith, 
Sheldon Harris, Richard Hupp and 
Mike Weenick. The girls were Zoe 
Dvorak, Patti Sue McCarty, Nina 
Jo Rock, Maureen Moxley and Em- 
ily Jones. 

Richard Hupp won the Junior 
All-Round Championship by taking 
first place in skish with 80 points, 
first in Junior 5% accuracy with a 
98 and second in Junior wet fly 
casting with a 94. Mike Weenick won 
a first in the wet fly casting, while 
Harris, McCarty and Miss Moxley 
finished second in other contests. 

The entire group of youngsters 
stopped in Tallahassee while on 
their way to the Dixie Tournament 
and gave an exhibition on the 
grounds of the State Capitol for 
Governor Fuller Warren and other 
state dignitaries. After a tour 
around the state buildings, they were 
the dinner guests of A. F. Rich, 
Game Commissioner from _ the 
Third District. 

H. N. Weenick, counselor for the 
St. Petersburg Junior Club, was 
elected president of the Dixie Ama- 
teur Fly and Bait Casting Associa- 
tion during the meeting. This or- 
ganization consists of 17 conserva- 
ETERS RGR SST NIG OE A BEE 


ATLANTIC COMPANY 


ICE—COLD STORAGE 
BEER 


OCALA, FLORIDA 














“RANDALL MADE” KNIVES 
The Finest Available 





HUNTING © FISHING ® CARVING 
MILITARY © THROWING 


Handmade of Swedish tool steel—finest 


dh 


quality and workmanship obtainable. 
guarantee you can’t buy a finer knife.”’ 
Several models to choose from, all with 
Heiser sheaths. Prices $7.50 to $30.00. 
W. D. RANDALL, JR. 
Box 1988-W, Orlando, Florida 
Send 10c for folder of descriptions, prices 


and instructive knife manual. Fighting 
Knife booklet, 50c. 
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Governor Fuller Warren chats with members of the state champion skish team from St. 

Petersburg. A. F. Rich, Third District Commissioner of the Game and Fresh Water Fish 

Commission (second from right) was host to the kids during their recent visit to the 
State Capitol. 


tion clubs from the 11 southern 
states. 


Uncle Rufus also heard from the 
Marianna Junior Sportsman’s Club 
of the White Department of the 
Florida Industrial School For Boys. 
The boys had their first outing since 
the club was organized, when they 
went to Merritts Mill Pond for a 
day-long fishing trip one day last 








The St. Pete club members visited the Game Commission while in Tallahassee. 


month. Each member of the club 
caught several bream and _ shell- 
crackers. 

Hunter’s Fishing Camp supplied 
the youthful anglers with free boats. 
Several wildlife officers went along 
to supervise the fishing party. 

The boys fished all day trying 
to capture a share of the huge list 
of prizes offered in the one-day 
tournament. END. 
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FISHERMAN‘S 
HEADQUARTERS 





Join the Annual Central Florida 
Bass Fishing Contest — June 
through September 


BUMBY 


HARDWARE COMPANY 
Orlando, Florida 
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Sit kariboes of the La Bolle Junior Scoiteman’s Club: 
Tallahassee Fishathon a 


Approximately a thousand kids 
participated in a fishathon held on 
Lake Ella in Tallahassee this sum- 
mer. The lake was stocked with 
large numbers of bream and other 
species, and almost everyone landed 
at least one fish. Wildlife officers 
were on hand to help the little guys 
get started and to watch over them 
during the fishing period. Refresh- 
ments and prizes were furnished by 
the Exchange Club of Tallahassee, 
sponsor of the event. These fisha- 
thons are becoming popular all over 
the state. 


You thought it great last winter—try it 
this summer, with increased speed. 


Write for ‘“Spoonplugging’’ instructions. 
Gives the answer to hot weather fishing. 


BUC K’S BAITS HICKORY, N. C. 





Bass Fishing 


At It’s Best In 
LAKE APOPKA 


PLAN TO STAY WITH US 
WHILE SPENDING YOUR 


VACATION 


EDGEWATER HOTEL 


A HOWARD DAYTON HOTEL 
WINTER GARDEN, FLA. 








Robert Woodard puts on another worm. 
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DESTIN-GULF COAST 
FISHING RODEO 
JULY 28-AUGUST 31, 1952 


Florida’s Finest Fishing Port 


Accommodations for Whole Family 


Prizes for -Oll/ 


MARLBOROUGH 
COTTAGES 


Fishing Tuformatiou 
W. L. MARLER, Prop. 
DESTIN, FLORIDA 


BEACH’S 
HARBOUR VIEW MOTEL 


Youll fish better after 
a good night 4 rest 


DESTIN, FLORIDA 





ESTIN, the closest port to Florida’s famous 
|) snapper banks, welcomes you to its Fourth 
Annual Gulf Coast Fishing Rodeo. 


The Gulf Coast’s biggest and best annual 
$5,000 fishing rodeo gets underway at Destin, 
Florida, July 28, and will continue daily 
through August 31 of this year. 

The rodeo will feature a jackpot of prizes 
valued at a total of $5,000. A $500 lot, rods, 
reels, tackle boxes, fish lines, lures, beach ap- 
parel, picnic stove, and numerous cash prizes 
are a part of the huge list of awards awaiting 
the lucky anglers. 

Daily, weekly, and final championship 
prizes will be given for the largest (and in 
some instances the smallest) fish caught in 
the various categories of the tournament. Spe- 
cial prizes are listed for women and children 

. who are also eligible for the regular rodeo 


prizes. 

A Gulf area teeming with fish . . . plenty 
of fresh air... the beauty of sea and land... 
world-famous white sand beaches . . . and gen- 
uine hospitality ashore and afloat... all await 


you at Destin. 

For the ‘‘fishingest’’ time of your life—pack 
your gear and join us at Destin’s Fourth An- 
nual Gulf Coast Fishing Rodeo! 


THE NEW 710-FOOT LEI 
WILL BE INITIATED 


KELLY’S 
GATEWAY COURT 


Fishing Boats @ Cottages 
Restaurant 


DESTIN, FLORIDA 


CAPT. DAVE MARLER 


“Florida Girl” @ “Courageous” 


DESTIN, FLORIDA 


GULFVIEW HOTEL 
"THE GULF COAST'S FINEST” 


FT. WALTON, FLORIDA 
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RULES 


Below are listed some of the more important 
rules of the Fourth Annual Destin-Gulf Coast 
Fishing Rodeo. A complete list will be fur- 
nished upon application to Rodeo Chairman 
W.L. Marler, Destin, Florida. 


Prize-winning fish must be caught with hook 
and line. 


Prize-winning fish shall be in three cate- 
gories and will include: 


(a) Deep Sea Fish: snapper, grouper, war- 
saw, trigger fish, kitty mitchell and scamp. 


(b) Trolling: tarpon, sailfish, king mack- 
erel, amberjack, dolphin and bonita. 


(c) Surf or still fishing: speckled trout, 
redfish, and pompano. 


The grand and final prizes will be awarded 
on Labor Day, Monday, September 1, 1952. 


All Rodeo entrants must pay an entry fee 
of $1.00 per day or $5.00 for a season ticket. 
The $1.00 tickets make the entrants eligible 
for a daily, weekly, and final prize. 


All fish must be caught within a radius of 
35 miles of Destin. 


MARTIN MUNICIPAL PIER 


BY RODEO FISHERMEN 


“Good Luck Fishermen 





a 









LUMBER & SUPPLY CO. 













THE BAY STORE 
FT. WALTON, FLORIDA 







FT. WALTON 





THE STAFF CAFE 
For the Piuest tu “Food 
FT. WALTON, FLORIDA 
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ROGER CLARY EN 
SHALIMAR 


4 Miles N. Ft. Walton on F 


e 
SILVER BEACH HOTEL 
AND COTTAGES 
DESTIN, FLORIDA 


G. W. Klosterman & W. K. Dean 


Owners 


STOCK CAR RACING 


Wednesday Evenings 


WRESTLING 


Friday Evenings 


FT. WALTON, FLORIDA 


Uwe donut have t-the fish won't bite a 


Everything for the Sportsman 


THE POINT STORE 


FORT WALTON, FLORIDA 





























By E. H. STOUT 
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cially those who find it difficult to entice one of 

the largemouth brethren to within a country mile 
of your choicest lure, will scoff at the very mention of 
such a possibility. But, so help me, this a true tale. 


“Oscar” (as he is affectionately called by his human 
friends) is a very unusual bass. His antics and acro- 
batic feats, both in and out of the water, are something 
to see. 

Oscar lives in a beautiful spring-fed pool of crystal 
clear water, some 200 ft. in diameter, on the spacious 
grounds of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Salsbury at their home 
in Sanford. He has accepted the family as friends, bene- 
factors, and providers of his daily meals. And the 
family has adopted this 4% lb. back bass as their number- 
one pet. 

It is at lunch time that Oscar puts on his best shows. 
Salsbury usually wades out into the pool with a can of 
worms. Oscar meets him at the bank and follows his 
master like any other pet, such as a dog or cat, will do 
at feeding time. And like other trained pets, he will take 
his food from the master’s fingers at water level, or, if 
coaxed, will perform for his lunch by leaping clear of 
the water for a dangling worm. 


Salsbury often teases Oscar by jiggling the squirming 
tidbit, keeping it out of reach of the powerful jaws, 
much in the same way you would tease a kitten with 
a paper ball on a string. The speed of the fish’s reaction 
and change of course during this act is amazing. 

After lunch, Oscar usually likes to frolic with his 
master. Salsbury can fondle this largemouth pet, who 
likes to be scratched under the chin. Oscar will swim 


PET BASS? I’m sure that most of you anglers, espe- 


(Continued on Page 49) 





J. W. Salsbury fondles “’Oscar,”” his pet bass, in srvate pool at Saiifor ; 





Shadows on pool's surface in the above photos are convincing proof that no trick photography was used by the author in obtaining these 
unusual pictures 
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States within the next five years! This startling 

prediction by Charlie Scruggs, Tampa sports- 
man, may seem fantastic at first glance, but it is merely 
a logical conclusion based on facts and figures. 

The prediction is backed by the results of a four 
_ year experiment in new quail feeding methods here 
in Florida and by reports of the successful use of the 
new Scruggs quail feeders by conservationists in 45 
other states. 

The present system of artificially feeding quail origi- 
nated in Charlotte County in the spring of 1948. A 
covey of 11 birds was trapped, banded and released 
for study purposes. As an experiment, the first auto- 
matic feeder was constructed and placed near the 
natural cover selected by the covey. The food supply 
in the feeder was maintained throughout the summer. 


| MILLION additional quail throughout the United 


In May, pairs of birds began to show up at the . 


feeder with very large broods of young about three 
weeks old. In July, 87 birds were trapped at the 
feeder, 73 of which were young birds. At least 11 addi- 
tional quail visited the trap but were not caught. 

The success of this first experiment created great 
interest in this new method as a possible means of 
more economically increasing the quail supply, and 
the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission immedi- 
ately ‘undertook a more extensive study of this 
system. 

At about the same time Commissioner Cecil M. Webb 
noticed an increase in quail around an area where 
waste from his corn mills was being dumped. This 
observation coupled with the results with the Char- 
lotte County feeder caused Commissioner Webb to 
become sufficiently interested in the plan to conduct 
an experiment at his own expense on 5,000 acres of 
land in Pasco County. Feeders were distributed and 
26 pairs of birds were released on the area in the spring 
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BY JACK GRANT 


of 1949. Quail soon began using these feeders and 
were observed using them throughout the summer. 

On September 27, 1949, commission biologists and 
wildlife officers, with two good bird dogs, systemati- 
cally covered an area of approximately 400 acres. Eight 
coveys averaging approximately 20 birds per covey 
were found, to give a population of one bird for every 
21%4 acres—roughly five times the density that could 
normally be expected on land of this sort. 

During the early trial experiments it was found 
that the type of feeders used were not successfully 
protecting the feed from livestock, mice, and other 
small animals. C. H. and W. H. Scruggs, Tampa 
plumbing supply dealers, who were also avid bird 
hunters, were consulted by Commissioner Webb. These 
two brothers and their uncle, G. W. Scruggs, devised 
a new type container, the Scruggs Quail Feeder, and 
placed it on the market. 

The first Scruggs feeder consisted of a heavy gal- 
vanized bucket with openings near the bottom and 
capped with a large circular cover. This cover had a 
jagged rim to discourage livestock from raiding the 
feeder. The feeder was mounted on a short length of 
pipe (which was driven into the ground) in a sta- 
tionary position. 

Trouble developed when hogs got to the grain by 
uprooting the pipe and overturning the feeders, so a 
new model was designed and patented. The later model 
featured a boom effect that enabled the feeder to 
swing freely around a pipe driven into the ground and 
to rotate on a swivel attached to the boom arm when 
nudged by hogs or cattle. (See illustration on page 48.) 

This eliminated the trouble from livestock complete- 
ly, but it was discovered that raccoons were able to 
steal some of the feed. This problem was solved by 
making smaller apertures in the buckets, and an ade- 
quate feeder was ready for sale in 8-, 10- and 12- 
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quart sizes. 

This plan of quail-feeding with the 
use of these feeders, (now known 
widely as the Webb Plan because 
of Commissioner Webb’s enthusias- 
tic pioneering work with the de- 
velopment and encouragement of 
feeder programs) has been given ex- 
tensive study by the Scruggs Com- 
pany, with the cooperation of the 
Game Commission, for the past two 
years on a 2,000-acre tract in south- 
ern Florida. In addition detailed re- 
search has been and is being con- 
ducted by Commission personnel in 
Charlotte, Pasco, and Highlands 
counties. All of these studies indi- 
cate definitely that where food is 
the limiting factor the quail popu- 
lation can be greatly increased by 
the use of feeders. | 

In the spring of 1951 and again in 
1952 a questionnaire was sent by 
the Commission to all private indi- 
viduals operating quail feeders un- 
der Commission permits. Replies to 
the questionnaires indicated that the 
great majority of feeder users were 
highly satisfied with the results ob- 
tained and most feeder areas had 
experienced a pronounced increase 
in quail. 

It has been observed through var- 
ious studies that crops planted for 
quail food are seasonable and usu- 
ally ripen at the time when their 
food is abundant. In late winter 
and early spring natural food is 
scarce, and at this particular time 
quail need plenty of nutritious food 
to become healthy and strong during 
the mating season. 

Taking into consideration the fact 
that a quail often hatches, lives, 
and dies within a half-mile of its 
hatching place, feeders were placed 
a quarter-mile apart and kept filled 
the year around with various types 
of grain and mash. It became an es- 
tablished fact that the feeder plan 
increased both the number of coveys 
and the birds per covey. On one 
tract alone the number .of coveys 
was increased from seven to a total 
of 44 in one year. And the individual 
quail had grown considerably in 
size and shown an increase in its 
standard of health. 

The placing of the feeders near 
heavy cover was found to be more 
attractive to the quail since they 
could utilize the feeder and still feel 
secure from natural enemies. Some 
feeders attracted several covies 
while others were visited by a single 
covey. This necessitated weekly 
checks on the grain supply until a 
schedule could be worked out. Nor- 
mally a feeder used by one covey 
must be serviced every three weeks; 
others more often, depending on the 


(Continued on Page 48) 
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Recent improvements have been made in the quail feeder that is exhibited above by Charlie 
Scruggs of Tampa. 


Ready for delivery, the 8,000th Scruggs Quail Feeder is checked off by Commissioner Cecil 
M. Webb (second from left). W. H. Scruggs (left), C. H. Scruggs, and G. W. Scruggs 
(right) produce the metal feeders. 
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BY BILL SNYDER 





Wheel chair patients contented themselves with fishing from the 
lake banks. 
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HE HALT, the Jame, the blind—representatives 

| of three historieal wars—recently participated 

in a fresh water fishing party that likely will 

go down in the books as the strangest and most pic- 
turesque ever conducted in Florida. 


Guests at the party were 12 convalescent patients 
from the Lake City Veterans’ Hospital. Miller V. 
Joiner, Florida’s Second District game commissioner, 
was the host. And Ocean Pond, beautiful fresh water 
lake in the Osceola National Forest, was the excit- 
ing spot that, temporarily at least, helped the disabled 
veterans forget their pain and troubles. 


Expressions from several of the participants proved 
conclusively that somehow or other fishing offers a 
soothing philosophy that cannot be duplicated by 
medicine. 

One of the totally blinded veterans smiled happily 
when he proudly exhibited a medium-size bream and 
declared: “A fellow don’t need eyes to enjoy catching 
a fish—there’s a comforting tingle from the excite- 
ment that isn’t the result of eye-sight!”’ 


“By golly, when I hooked into a big bass I forgot 
about my legs,” a double-amputee confided. 


Yes, there was no doubt about the disabled veterans 
having a swell time at the fishing party. There’s no 
doubt either that the able-bodied persons who watched 
the fishermen offered silent prayers of thanks for 
their own health and well-being. 

The fishing party had been carefully planned weeks 
in advance after it was visualized by Commissioner 
Joiner. At first, Col. O. E. Herndon, Veterans’ Hospi- 
tal manager, was dubious of the proposal. 


“First of all,” he reasoned, “the prospective fishing 
guests are all convalescing from operations or illness 
—TI’m afraid they couldn’t endure the hot sun.” 


In answer to this stumbling-block, Commissioner 
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Joiner agreed to hold the party during the late after- 
noon to avoid the heat. 


“Then there’s another thing,” Colonel Herndon said 
with a smile, “there’s always someone in a fishing 
party who expects to catch fish.” 


In overcoming this objection, the hospital manager 
was assured that the veterans would be taken to the 
choicest spots in Ocean Pond where “everyone will 
catch fish.” 


The arrival of the veterans at the fishing site was 
colorful to say the least. Riding in Veteran Adminis- 
tration vehicles, and attended by white-garbed nurses, 
the prospective fishermen presented a soul-stirring 
sight. Numbers of them were either armless or legless. 
Others were encased from tip to toe in plaster casts. 
Two were totally blind. A few, unable to leave their 
wheel chairs, contented themselves with fishing from 
the lake banks. Wildlife officers carefully assisted 
the nurses in loading the remaining fishermen into 
five Game Commission outboard motor boats for the 
trip on the lake. The fishing boats were steered to 
various brush piles that had been “planted” in the 
lake by Game Commission personnel. Within five min- 
utes the veterans were screaming with delight when 
they started hooking everything from fighting bass 
to plump shellerackers. 


Less than two hours later the veterans had account- 
ed for enough fish to amply feed a crowd of more 
than 90 persons including Game Commission and Hos- 
pital officials. Fried fish, hush puppies and “all the 
fixin’s”’ were expertly prepared by five wildlife officers. 

Then the “tall tales” started! 


Although badly crippled, Charles Noack was ac- 
claimed the champion fisherman of the day. With a 
cane pole and a cotton line he had succeeded, un- 
aided, in landing a 10-pound black bass after a 20- 


Charles Noack, holding a 10-pound bass that he landed with a 


(Continued on Page 47) cane pole and cotton line after a 20-minute struggle. 








Matthew O’Grady and Hugh Bartholomew accounted for the big- George H. Inman, Northeast Division director, received thanks for 
gest string of fish—five black bass. a “swell time” from two blind veterans, Claude Bedenbaugh and 
Brinson Terrell. Bill Snyder, division education officer, listens in. 
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St. Johns 


+ By GENE GRUBER 





T’S A SIMPLE matter to become acquainted with 
the people of Sanford. The magic password 
| is “fishing”, and the mere mention of the 
subject is all the introduction one needs. 
| A common expression often heard around San- 
| ford is: “Everyone’s a fisherman in Seminole 
County.” Although not literally true, it does 
characterize the average citizen of this Central 
Florida city of 15,000. There’s good reason too 
for the high ratio of Izaak Walton followers in 
this city—they are practically hemmed-in by 
| good fishing waters. 
| The St. Johns, which flows through Lake Mon- 
roe at Sanford, is the most publicized river in 
Florida as far as fishing is concerned. Rising 
from a few small lakes along the east coast, the 
St. Johns winds its way to the Atlantic Ocean 
near Jacksonville. Along this 250 mile course are 
many sloughs, small streams, and lakes empty- 
ing into the river that are havens for enormous 
black bass as well as other species of game fish. 
| Often referred to as “The American Nile,” the 
St. Johns is the only navigable river, entirely 
within the United States, that flows north. This 
inland waterway from Jacksonville to Lake Mon- 
| roe offers unexcelled cruising opportunities to 
, the boating enthusiast. 
| Another of the better fishing spots in Seminole 
| County is the Wekiva River. This beautiful 
stream is noted for its clear, swift-moving water. 
Here the angler can spot fish at play many yards 
ahead of a cruising boat. 

Black-bass fishing in this area has been highly 
publicized, but little has been said about the 
wealth of smaller species that inhabit the 200 or 
more lakes in Seminole County. One of the finest 
fishing grounds in Central Florida for pan species 

| is Lake Jessup, located about five miles east of 

Sanford. Fish that may be caught in this lake 

| are: black bass, speckled perch, jack, pike, bream, 

‘ shelleracker, warmouth perch, stumpknocker, 
and red breast. 

Flyfishing for the smaller species has become 
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popular among local anglers during the past few 
years. The abundance of large bream in the lakes of 
Seminole County has made possible a thrilling and 
productive fishing technique that is attracting large 
numbers of fishermen, even the “dyed-in-the-wool” 


Although fishing is the favorite pastime of local 
Wand visiting sportsmen, Seminole County provides 
exc@llent hunting opportunities that attract the nim- 
eee during the winter months. 


A ifarge sections of forest and swamp land, wherein 
BMtle or no habitation exists, provide natural refuge 
and feeding grounds for deer, wild turkey, and quail. 
Excellent duck hunting can be found on the St. Johns 
and the larger lakes. 


The Seminole County Conservation Club and other 
private groups, with the cooperation of the State 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, have car- 
ried out an extensive conservation program of re- 
building and protecting the wildlife supply of this 
area. At the present time wildlife has reached the 
highest peak in many years. 


For those seeking additional recreation, Sanford 
provides a full schedule of other activities during the 
winter and spring months. Beginning with a gala 
square dance festival in November the activities pro- 
gram includes: greyhound racing, golf tournaments, 
Major League and Minor League baseball, boating, 
swimming, miniature car racing, shuffleboard tourna- 
Vivian Spear exhibits his stringer of large- ments, and numerous social events. 


mouth black bass while fishing on the St. ; . ‘ : ee 
John: Wheteds a icide choice “of “faling Sanford’ maintains an interesting municipal zoo 
havens practically on the doorstep of San- that has been visited by thousands of visitors from the 
ford anglers. North and neighboring Central Florida cities. A large 
collection of native and imported animals, reptiles, 
and birds are on exhibit, without charge to the 


spectator. 
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The beautiful city of Sanford is virtually hemmed-in by good fishing waters. 
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Many tourists, while passing through this section 
of Florida, stop in Seminole County to view its scenic 
attractions. Sanlando Springs is famous for its beauti- 
ful natural scenery, tropical gardens, jungle boat 
cruise, and swimming in a crystal pool fed by under- 
ground springs. 

At Big Tree Park stands the oldest cypress tree in 
the world. Called “The Senator,” this huge tree tow- 
ers 126 feet into the sky and is over 3,500 years old. 

Another attraction that has become a favorite of 
visting tourists is the unique “Midget City”, located 
about halfway between Sanford and Orlando. L. T. 
Cronk has created a true replica of a small city, com- 
plete in every detail, that is laid out on a built up 
concrete platform comprising some 2,475 square feet. 

The “city” is surrounded by a miniature railroad 
track over 200 feet in length. Tiny electric trains circle 
the city, making regular stops at passenger, freight 
and country stations. Business and residential dis- 
tricts, tiny structures, streets, and gardens have been 
laid out with careful attention to the minutest detail. 
There is even a cemetery, drive-in theatre, and modern 
airport complete with hangar and cross runways. 

Started as a hobby during the depression days of 
the early ’30s, Mr. and Mrs. Cronk operated the minia- 
ture city in Ohio for 13 years before moving it to 
Seminole County over six years ago. Here it is located 
on a five-acre plot adjoining the Cronks’ home and is 
completely surrounded by fence. The layout faces 
lovely Lake Irene. 








The “’Senator,”’ world’s oldest cypress tree. 








This fascinating play city has drawn as many as Miss Evelyn Jones poses with month-old twin 
1.500 tat . d aj fradins fawns. The two smaller “‘dears”’ can be seen 
; spectators in one day, and is a source of admira- Or thc. Sanbosde we: 

















tion and amusement for young and old alike. The 
beauty of the setting has been enhanced by a pro- 
fusion of plants and tropical flowers, making it a mecca 
for camera enthusiasts. Operated from November 
through April, this attraction is open to the public 
without charge. 

Besides all these recreation and entertainment fa- 
cilities, Sanford fairly bustles with business activity 
based on a firm economic foundation of rich citrus 
groves, fertile vegetable fields, and extensive cattle 
raising. 

Sanford received an additional economic boost last 
year when the Naval Auxiliary Air Station was re- 
commissioned by the Navy. The station, which 
originally commissioned in 1942, was closed 
following World War II, but is now busily eneaeg 
in jet training activities. aan 

Spurred by an active Seminole County Chamb¢r of > 
Commerce, the county seat city of Sanford is in|step ~2% 
with the progressive march toward increased ind y 
and resort business that is predominant in th hf 
cities of Central Florida. / 

A newcomer to Sanford, whether he be 
through or making a new home here, will 















learned to work together, play together, fis 
and to share the good things in life. 
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THE True it is that we come nearest havi 
SANFORD BILAN TY NATIONAL BANK offer: Fishing, Hunting, Scenery, Spo 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. Living! Come to see us. 
| FAUST’S 
Do ROU: GST OOR CE 
Near Post Office Sanford, Fla. 


Prescription Specialists 





STINE 
MACHINE & SUPPLY CO. 


SANFORD, FLA. 





FLORIDA STATE BANK 
OF SANFORD 


“The Friendly Bank’’ 


MEMBER 
FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORP. 





ST. JOHNS REALTY COMPANY 


(NOT INC.) 
A. B. PETERSON, REG. REAL ESTATE BROKER 


ASSOCIATES 
P. J. CHESTERSON A. B. PETERSON, JR. 


HILL IMPLEMENT CO. 
ALL TYPES 


SPORTING GOODS 
214-216 Oak Avenue 











FISHERMEN ALWAYS 
WELCOME 


VALDEZ HOTEL 
DOWNTOWN SANFORD 


OP STEEL 6 RSS LS SET TO 





ROUMILLAT & ANDERSON 


WALGREEN AGENCY DRUG STORE 
On the Corner by the Clock 
In Business for Over Thirty Years. 


There Must Be A Reason 





Take advantage of the special services offered 
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and Recreation 


g every good thing that Florida has to 
eal Enjoyment of 


ts, Relaxation 
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TOUCHTON DRUG CO. 


THE REXALL STORE 
SANFORD, FLORIDA 
MEET YOUR FRIENDS AT TOUCHTON’S 







B. L. PERKINS & SON 


“Correct Men’s Wear” 


EVERYTHING IN CLOTHES FOR 
THE MAN 


WELSH TIRE SHOP 


C. sEE C. WELSH 
Tire Repairing - Vulcanizing 
QUALITY RECAPPING 


WHEEL BALANCING 














SANFORD 


HILL LUMBER & SUPPLY YARD 


Call The Lumber Number 
133" 


For Sudden Service 


SANFORD, FLORIDA 











Your Sporting Goods 
Headquarters 


FIRESTONE STORES 
SANFORD, FLORIDA 







a7” 


ign Whistle. a 


RESTAURANT 





CRUMLEY & MONTEITH 
INSURANCE OF ALL KINDS 


109 W. First Street 
SANFORD, FLORIDA 






bortsmen by the above merchants and individuals 
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2.4-D vs. THE HYACINTH 


HE FIRST round of what is defi- 

nitely to be a prolonged cam- 

paign to halt the destructive 
spread of the hyacinth in Florida 
fishing waters is over. The first 
round went in favor of the Game 
and Fresh Water Fish commission, 
but the hyacinth remains a strong 
and dangerous opponent. 

This beautiful flower, scourge of 
all fish and plant life within its 
ever-widening path, became _infa- 
mous in the United States in the 
latter part of the 19th century. In 
1899, the Federal Government took 
the first steps toward controlling the 
spread of hyacinth in navigable riv- 
ers by appropriating money for this 
purpose. 

Even though the hyacinth was 
checked in some waters, its spread 
continued in the South, with an es- 
timated damage of $19 million an- 
nually in the state of Louisiana 
alone. This was largely due to floods, 
caused by improper drainage in 
hyacinth-blocked waters. 

The Federal Government now ex- 
pends $1,300,000 annually in keep- 
ing open the navigable rivers of 
Florida and other southern states. 

While all this control work was 
going on in the navigable streams, 
hundreds of Florida’s fresh water 
lakes were slowly being engulfed 
by this deadly strangler. In 1948, 
Army engineers estimated that there 
were 63,000 acres of hyacinth in 
Florida, and that one out of every 
10 lakes was infested. 

The hyacinth is capable of re- 
producing itself by seed and stollen 
(bulb) in one month under favor- 
able growing conditions. This means 
that an acre of this mass of flowers 
can spread over open water, doubl- 
ing its size within a single month. 
The reproduction rate is highest dur- 
ing the spring and summer months. 
From two to four weeks after ma- 
turing, the flower will bend over 
and submerge into the water, de- 
positing seeds that remain viable 
for seven years. 

With the introduction of chemical 
2.4-D into the hyacinth picture, the 
Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission formulated plans for a 
project that would help control this 
menace to fish and game. Chemical 
2.4-D is a plant hormone that causes 
the water hyacinth, or any other 


AUGUST, 1952 





By DON R. LUETHY 


broadleaf plant, to literally grow it- 
self to death. 


Several experiments were con- 
ducted, on a small scale, with the 
use of orchard-type sprayers. Then, 
in 1950, spraying from an airplane 
was successfully carried out in an 
extensive program on Lake Talquin. 
With the cooperation of interested 
fish camp operators, sportsman 
groups, and other citizens, who pro- 
vided finances for the chemicals and 
other expense, over 3,000 acres were 
sprayed. The results were highly 
pleasing and beyond the expecta- 
tions of many of those who partici- 
pated in the project. 


Whereas the mechanical methods 
of control (use of power saws and 
dredging practices) involved an ex- 
pense of from $10 to $30 per acre 
of hyacinths, spraying of 2.4-D re- 
duced this cost to approximately 
$2.00 per acre, plus operational ex- 
pense. This big reduction in overall 
cost eliminated one of the chief 
problems holding back a wide-scale 
control program. 





Four months ago, the Commission 
set up a year-around hyacinth con- 
trol project and provided one air- 
plane, one boat, and the necessary 
equipment and personnel to carry 
out the work. The present system of 
operation includes a_ preliminary 
survey, one or two sprayings by air- 
plane (on rare occasions a third 
trip is necessary), and marginal 
clean-up spraying by boat. 


The inital survey is made follow- 
ing a request from landowners for 
treatment of a specified body of wa- 
ter. Aerial photographs are taken 
for the purpose of determining the 
acreage of hyacinths. These _ pic- 
tures are also used in spotting crop 
lands which could be harmed by 
the chemical spray. Every effort is 
made to keep the chemical from set- 
tling on agricultural areas, as it 
will kill garden crops and ornamen- 
tal plants. 2.4-D will defoliate citrus 
trees but will not kill them, at the 
present rate of application. The 
chemical is not toxic to animal life. 
Due to the possibility of crop dam- 


Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission personnel are shown filling the 40- 
gallon tank with a mixture of 2.4-D chemical and fuel oil for a spraying trip by plane. The 
Commission stands the operational expense of the hyacinth control program. 
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age, the surrounding landowners 
must sign a liability release before 
the work is started. 


A study is being made of the ef- 
fects of this program on game fish. 
There is a possibility that in ex- 
tremely hot weather the masses of 
decaying vegetation (dead hya- 
cinths) might decompose rapidly 
enough to create a serious oxygen 
deficiency in the water. This could 
result in a large fish kill. So far, a 
fish kill sizeable enough to be con- 
sidered detrimental to sound con- 
servation practices has not occurred. 


The aerial survey and _ photo- 
graphs also help in locating take- 
off and landing strips; also emer- 
gency fields for the safety of the 
plane crew. They facilitate the 
charting of aerial routes to be fol- 
lowed during the spraying operation. 


The chemical application consists 
of one gallon of 2.4-D mixed with 
seven gallons of fuel oil for each 
three acres to be sprayed. Landown- 
ers and other interested persons as- 
sume the expense of the chemical 
and the fuel oil. This mixture can be 
obtained through the Commission 
at cost, or from any commercial 
source. The Commission, with help 
from federal appropriations, stands 
all of the operational cost. 


Carrying a 40-gallon tank of chem- 
ical mixture, the plane can cover 
15 acres of hyacinths in 2% minutes 
of actual spraying time on one trip. 
Weather conditions control the 
amount of work that can be accom- 
plished in any one day. Spraying 
is less effective when winds are 
prevalent and there is more chance 
for crop damage. The plane is usual- 
ly in the air shortly after sunrise, 
since this is normally the stillest 
part of the day, and work continues 
until rising winds halt onerations. 
So far, 11 trips covering 165 acres 




























is the maximum accomplishment in 
one day. 


Within 24 hours after the initial 
spraying by plane is completed, hya- 
cinths will begin to wilt. In two 
months, the raft of flowers will 
sink, provided it is not a multiple- 
layer mass. In some cases the rafts 
are so thick they will support a 
man’s weight. These require two, 
and sometimes three, treatments, 
spaced from six weeks to two months 
apart, to get the whole mass to sink. 

After the large rafts have sub- 
merged, clean-up crews spray the 
marginal areas by boat. This vir- 
tually eliminates the hyacinths at 
the time, but due to the viability of 
the submerged seeds, additional con- 
trol by boat crews will be necessary 
at a later date. 


An exact cost for complete oper- 
ation can not be determined, due to 
the variations in the size and con- 
tour of different lakes and differ- 
ent masses of hyacinths to be treat- 
ed. At the present time, for all 
practical purposes, an average fig- 











ure of $2 per acre can be accepted 
as the cost to landowners for the 
initial spraying by plane. Although 
the expense of subsequent sprayings 
and clean-up operations will vary, 
the average total cost is approxi- 
mately $4 per original acre of hya- 
cinths. 


During the four months the Flor- 
ida Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission has sponsored this pro- 
gram, some 1,800 acres of hyacinths 
have been sprayed on 15 lakes, with 
another 15 lakes scheduled for treat- 
ment in the near future. 

This activity is necessarily limited 
by the funds alloted for this work, 
and by the cooperation necessary 
from the landowners. The desire of 
a few persons to have a particular 
lake treated is not enough to as- 
sure the completion of the project 
—but it is enough to start the pre- 
liminary action. 

Any persons interested in secur- 
ing treatment of hyacinths on any 
specific lake may apply to: Don R. 
Luethy, Leader of the Hyacinth 
Control Project, Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission, Williston, 
Florida. The application should in- 
clude an estimate of the overall acre- 
age of hyacinths. Instructions will 
be forwarded concerning the pre- 
liminary steps to be taken. At the 
present time only public waters 
are being considered, due to the 
regulations involving the federal al- 
lotment that makes up part of the 
budget for this program. 

The eradication of the hyacinth 
from Florida’s lakes and streams is 
not a certainty, but there are bright 
prospects for the control of this 
menacing flower. 

The first round is over, and the 
hyacinth has taken a beating. Given 
more weapons, the Florida Game 
and Fresh Water Fish Commission 
has a good chance to completely 
throttle this dangerous opponent. 
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ITHOUT doubt, one of the fin- 
W est game birds in the world 
is the wild turkey. 

Florida is particularly blessed in 
having a great amount of habitat 
suitable for this great species and 
has more wild turkeys than any 
state east of the Mississippi. 


The turkey hunting legion has 
Fisheating Creek, Big Cypress, Gulf 
Hammock, California Swamp and 
other favorite haunts to choose from 
in Florida’s eight million acres of 
good turkey land. An estimated 
tifty thousand wild turkeys will be 
available to the turkey hunter when 
the 1952-1953 hunting season opens. 

Wild turkey numbers have _ in- 
creased throughout their natural 
range during the past three or four 
years, according to the best infor- 
mation of wildlife biologists, wildlife 
officers, and sportsmen. Reasons for 
this increase could start a small 
war of opinions, but some of the 
factors contributing to the increas- 
ing wild turkey population are: less 
out-of-season hunting, posting and 
the restricted kill on large blocks of 
private land, restriction on killing 
turkey hens, reduced killing of 
“frying size” turkeys, control of 
good turkey hunting areas by the 
acquisition of wildlife management 
areas, and the general practice of 
good sportsmanship by hunters state- 
wide. 


An intensive wild turkey restora- 
tion program was started in 1948 
by the Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission. The main objectives 
of the plan were: increased protec- 
tion, restocking, establishing breed- 
ing grounds, acquisition of wildlife 
management areas, and research to 
obtain information for wild turkey 
management. The foundation based 
on these objectives has been laid 
and the long range restoration pro- 
gram is gaining momentum. 


Trapping wild turkeys from state 
breeding grounds and_ restocking 
underpopulated turkey habitat has 
been a successful method of redis- 
tributing wild turkeys and increas- 
ing their range. Five hundred and 
thirty-three (533) wild turkeys 
have been trapped since 1949 and 
redistributed at 14 release sites. 
Five of the release sites were on 
Commission controlled wildlife man- 


agement areas, two releases were 
made in state breeding grounds, and 
the remaining seven releases were 
made in counties closed to wild 
turkey hunting. 


The greater portion of the turkeys 
were trapped in pens constructed 
with cypress poles. The two sides, 
the top, and one end of the pen are 
enclosed with the cypress poles 
spaced about three inches apart. A 
trap door in the open end of the 
pen is controlled by the trapper 
who is concealed in a blind nearby. 
The trap area is baited and the trap- 
per observes the number of birds 
present and determines the number 
that can be removed and still leave 
adequate breeding stock. When the 
trapper has decided the number of 
each sex that he can remove, he con- 
fines the bait to the inside of the 
trap and the slow process of trap- 
ping those he wants begins. Turkeys 
trapped in this manner are usually 
released within three to four hours 
after they are caught. 

Restocking with wild turkeys has 
been a success. The turkeys survived 
and have shown an annual increase 
on all areas restocked. Areas re- 
stocked from October through De- 
cember showed faster initial increase 
than those stocked after January. 
A late spring woods fire occurred 
on one restocking area. Brood suc- 
cess on this area was the smallest 
reported for all of the release areas. 
Thirty-five wild turkeys were re- 


leased on one area. Eight of the 


twenty-four hens released were 
known to have a total of sixty-four 
poults the first year after release. 

A three-year check has been kept 
on brood success and movement of 
turkeys to good turkey range sur- 
rounding the initial release site. Ap- 
proximately thirty percent of the 
hens have hatched off broods each 
year and have averaged seven to 
eight poults per brood. Movement 
of released turkeys varies from two 
to twenty miles, but the average is 
less than three miles. 


State breeding grounds have been 
restocked in some instances where 
wild turkey stock is low or non- 
existent. This method of restocking 
has its limitations since landowners 
often post the land immediately 
surrounding these areas and the av- 





erage hunter has difficulty in get- 
ting permission to hunt and harvest 
the overflow from the _ breeding 
grounds. 

The present acquisition program 
of leasing and buying good game 
habitat for wildlife management 
areas is the Commission’s method 
of giving the average hunter an 
equal chance to benefit from the 
wild turkey restoration program. 
Wildlife management areas in the 
state contain approximately one 
million acres of good wild turkey 
range. Total good turkey range in 
the state covers approximately eight 
million acres. 

Practices on wildlife management 
areas for increasing the wild turkey 
population are aimed at more in- 
tensive protection by having well- 
posted and fenced boundaries, not 
allowing dogs and guns in the area 
except during the hunting season, 
closer check on illegal kill by pa- 
trolling wildlife officers, and loca- 
tion of checking stations at entrances 
to the hunt area. Protection of the 
turkey hen is more nearly realized 
here than on less regulated areas. 
Seven hundred and forty-five wild 
turkey gobblers were checked 
through the stations on eight wild- 
life management areas during the 
1951-1952 hunting season. Very few 
instances were recorded where the 
hunter carried a turkey hen to the 
checking station, and patrolling wild- 
life officers apprehended an equally 
small number of hunters that did not 
know the difference between the 
sexes. 

The basis of controversy over the 
turkey-hen law is the contention 
that differentiation of the sexes is 
too difficult. There are, however, 
many characteristics that distinguish 
the hen turkey from the gobbler. 
Normally the wattling of the head 
and neck of the gobbler is a more 
intense red compared to the blue- 
grey cast of the hen with only a 
slight red in the wattling. The beard 
of the gobbler is longer and more 
pronounced. Beards of the few 
hens that do have them hardly, if 
ever, exceed two inches. Leg color- 
ation is too variable to be a dis- 
tinguishing feataure. The major fea- 
tures that the hunter can best de- 
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Above—Petite Mary Ann Groover, one of the 
secretaries at the Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission office, gives a friendly tip to all 

| anglers that 1951-52 Florida fishing licenses 

have expired. New 1952-53 licenses are on 
sale in all counties of the state. 


Below—Finny Wildlife says these poor fish 


broke the conservation laws by not buying 
: their new *52-53 licenses. Why delay — buy 


yours today! 
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Many of them came to visit Mi- 
ami; many of them came to bathe 
and sun on the beaches; but the ma- 
jority of them came to test Flor- 
ida’s fishing waters ... and the June 
meeting of the Outdoor Writers As- 
sociation of America was the fish- 
ingest convention ever recorded in 
the annals of the National organi- 
zation. 

Men, women, and children from 
more than 25 different states wet 
their lines and tossed their lures in 
the waters of the South’s peninsu- 
lar state, known by most sports- 
men as Florida, the fishermen’s par- 
adise. The anglers were drawn to 
the vast system of Everglades ca- 
nals, to the many piers and bridges 
of that section of the state, to the 
clear waters of the great inland 
ocean, Lake Okeechobee, to the 
many miles of fishable coastline, and 
to the fabulous Florida Keys. What 
is perhaps most important, they 
caught fish in these top-notch spots; 
spots filled with finny fighters rang- 
ing from the marlin, sailfish, and 
tarpon of the deep blue, down to the 
bronze-backed black bass and that 
prince of the panfish, the bluegill 
bream, in the inland waters. 

After a weak start, the annual 
gathering picked up speed as the 


Visiting writers went after various species of 
Florida’s famed game fishes, including both 
the salt water and the fresh water varieties. 
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registration desk became a hotbed 
of activity with the arrivals signing 
up for “extras” on the convention 
agenda, which included trips to Key 
West, sightseeing tours, a moon- 
light cruise, a jaunt into the Ever- 
glades, and the fishing trips. Each 
registrant who answered the con- 
vention call received as part of his 
plunder several artificial lures and 
fishing caps, a program printed by 
the State Advertising Commission, 
free orange juice from the Florida 
Citrus Commission, and a host of 
other free material. 

Spotlighted for particular praise 
during the entire meeting were the 
City of Miami and the Florida Out- 
door Writers Association, both of 
which, according to Allen Corson, 
president of FOWA, and Hoite M. 
Agey, publicity director of the City 
of Miami, “did more than pull the 
latch string of Florida hospitality 
... we busted the front door off the 
hinges.” 

It was estimated that the total 
value of entertainment offered, plus 
the normal convention considera- 
tions ran over $16,000. This figure 
included a prize display worth more 
than $1,500 for the special fishing 
contest. 

Bill Johnson, Lake Okeechobee 
fish camp operator, opened his camp 
to the outdoor scribes, and his of- 
fer was just one of many that were 
taken up by the visitors. There were 
free Gulfstream trips for more than 
500 conventioneers ... a crew of Mi- 
ami sportsmen, each equipped with 
a specialized outboard skiff, stood 
ready to take light tackle enthus- 
iasts out to the nearby Cape Florida 
flats ... another contingent sped the 
fly-rodders out on the Tamiami 
Trail to flick flies at snook. Don 
Cummins, of the Birmingham (Ala.) 
Post-Herald, and his pal, Harry Por- 
ter, caught 21 snook on such a trip. 

Clare Bryan, well known exhibi- 
tion and tournament caster, executed 
an angling “first” while attending 
the meeting. He took a white marlin 
of 34 pounds on spinning gear—the 
first ever to be landed with spin- 
tackle. His was voted the outstanding 
catch of the entire tournament by a 
board of judges, and he returned to 
Chicago with an outboard motor as 
his prize. 

Loyal Kelly, who puts on sports 
shows in Toronto, Canada, fought 
a blue marlin for over five hours 
before giving up the ghost. Other 
men took his place but seven hours 
after it was hooked, the big blue 
marlin got off the hook. It had put 
up a fight that took the charter 
craft 22 miles north of Government 
Cut. In the interim, the boat had to 
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“Florida’s Outdoor Girl,”” pretty Patty Jones, of Lakeland, greeted OWAA members at 
convention registration desk and found time enough to get in some fishing on her own. 


She was chosen as a special representative of the Florida Outdoor Writers at the Miami 
convention. Photos by Florida State Advertising Commission. 


There were thrills aplenty for the outdoor scribes who took advantage of Florida’s famous 
fishing opportunities. 






































HE SCHOOL bell rang, and as its tones started dying, 
a group of some 30 wildlife officers and fish 
and game biologists of the Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission walked into the classroom 
and sat down at their desks. Florida’s “Wildlife Uni- 
versity” had begun another series of refresher courses 
to acquaint the Commission personnel with the 
latest policies regarding the many and varied activi- 
ties of the state’s protector of fish and game resources. 

This latest edition of college for the game wardens— 
the Fourth Annual Wildlife Officer’s School — was 
held at Williston near the headquarters of the Central 
Florida Division of the Game Commission. It was a 
series of six one-week classes filled with a rugged 
schedule of early-morning to late-evening courses, 
stacked full of information, data, statistics, events, 
programs, projects and duties that would probably 
stagger many a college graduate pursuing his mas- 
ters degree. 


The schedule called for subjects ranging from the 
history of the Commission, to forms and records, to 
press and public relations, to knowledge of the code 
book, to game and fish management practices, to self- 
defense, to use of firearms, and to making actual 
speeches. ; 

And like the college student of today, these wild- 
life officers spent considerable time taking notes, 
asking questions, and cramming, for each one-week 
session was climaxed by an examination. 

Instructors for the school were recruited mostly 
from Game Commission personnel, and they were 
men who had years of experience in their field. Others 
came from the University of Florida and from the 
nearby cities to teach the officers the highpoints of 
their particular field. 


Educational methods used in the school consisted 
of lectures, movies, pamphlets and regular discussion 
periods, as well as a game, fish, and law enforcement 
seminar. But perhaps the most important factor of 
the school was the opportunity for each man to become 


Widife Officers’ School 


acquainted with officers from other areas of the state 
and to discuss mutual problems relating to their va- 
rious duties. 

Charles N. Clymore, educational officer for the 
Central Florida Division, and director of the school, 
was the man instrumental in organizing the program, 
making out the schedule, buying the groceries, and 
the hundred and one things that go into the making of 
a good school program. He was ably assisted by 
Carlos Hall, Commission Wildlife Officer. 


Director Ben L. McLauchlin, who first established 
the school some four years ago, said that all male 
employees of the Commission would attend one ses- 
sion this summer. McLauchlin is a firm believer in 
the fact that periodic educational work is a prime 
essential for an aggressive and efficient wildlife con- 
servation department. With this thought in mind, he 
organized the first school at Camp Blanding in July 
1949. In 1950, the school was taught at the University 
of Florida, while for the past two years it has become 
a more-or-less permanent structure at the Williston 
Air Base. 


The purpose of the school is to prepare new officers 
for their jobs and to keep the Commission’s law en- 
forcement body, as well as all other employees, abreast 
of the rapid advancements in conservation. The school 
also serves to rectify common errors frequently made 
by officers and to correct the game wardens on the 
common misconceptions of law, and related subjects. 

















ABOVE—Jack Shoemaker, State Coordinator 
of Information and Education for the Game 
and Fresh Water Fish Commisison, lectures 
Wildlife Officers on the functions of his 
department. 





LEFT—Wildlife Officers devote the major 
part of their time at the Williston school 
in the classroom. All phases of Commission 
policies and objectives are discussed by the 
Commission’s various departmental heads. 
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1. Florida fishing and hunting is approaching the BILLION 


9 


we 


3. 


4. 


5. 


DOLLAR MARK as an industry. Your Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission feels that the stockholders, the citizens of 
Florida, should know what is being done to develop our wild- 
life resources and assure the proper use of these resources 
for the greatest good for the greatest number of people. For 
this reason your Game and Fish Commission, in September 
of 1951, instituted these 15-minute weekly radio programs 
known as FLORIDA WILDLIFE ON THE AIR. 


Pictures on this page show the wide variety of unusual sub- 
jects used, and the interesting personalities interviewed on 
FLORIDA WILDLIFE ON THE AIR. 


More than three and one-half million people in Alabama, 
Florida and Georgia listen to this program each year. The 
program is being broadcast over 42 stations weekly. Your 
Game and Fish Commission is utilizing the facilities of radio 
to a greater extent than any other State Game Commission. 





Listeners’ questions are answered on each program and val- 
uable gifts are sent the inquirer when his or her question is 
used. 


Interesting facts about Florida game are a regular feature 
of the programs. 


6. The programs explain the methods used by the Game and 
Fish Commission to improve fishing and hunting in Florida. 

7. Proper methods for managing and using our wildlife re- 
sources are discussed so as to inform our people and obtain 
the maximum co-operation from them. 

8 The programs suggest how, when and where to fish and 
hunt in Florida. 

9. FLORIDA WILDLIFE ON THE AIR was the first to record 
and BROADCAST the VOICE OF THE TURTLE. Recorded at 
the Ross Allen Reptile Institute and broadcast during the 
week of July 14. 
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By JAMES P. GILL 


What better way could there pos- 
sibly be to learn the way a fish 
thinks and acts than to ask him and 
see what he has to say on the 
subject. This new column will be 
dedicated to the identification and 
characteristics of the game fishes of 
Florida, related to you, the fisher- 
men, from the fish themselves. 


First, we'll hear from the Tarpon. 





Tarpon atlanticus 


“Well, buddy, you asked me, so 
I’m going to tell you. My name 
is the Tarpon, Tarpon atlanticus, 
if you like the Latin, but my friends 
just call me the silver king, which, 
I might add, is pretty appropriate, 
if I do say so myself. As you can 
see, ’m a pretty big customer but 
my brothers and sisters will range 
anywhere from a couple of feet long 
and a few pounds to six or seven 
feet and weighing up to three or 
four hundred pounds. Of course, 
the largest one of us that you fish- 
ermen have ever caught on a rod 
and reel was my cousin Joe who 
weighed 247 lbs., was seven feet, 
five and a half inches long, and 
lived down in the Panuco River in 
Mexico. Losing old Joe was quite 
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a blow to us tarpon. I guess he just 
let his guard down. 

As for what we look like, we’ve 
got large, silvery scales, a small 
dorsal fin which has the last ray 
extended into a long filament, and 
a deep curved lateral line. We’ve 
got a pretty big mouth and when 
it’s closed our lower jaw sticks 
out making us look pretty doggoned 
mean. We’ve got a large, powerful 
tail which is broadly forked and a 
large anal fin. There is a long fila- 
ment lying just at the base of our 
pectoral and ventral fins. This is 
colored silver with some blue-green 
above. Our ventral and pectoral fins 
are pale colored while our other 
fins are dusky. We are mostly a 
silver fish, usually with a greenish 
color to our backs. 


Fishermen don’t seem to have 
much trouble finding us tarpon. Our 
range takes in the tropical and sub- 
tropical Atlantic from Brazil north- 
ward to New York and a few of us 
even wander as far as Cape Cod 
and Nova Scotia. I hear tell that 
some of my cousins have been found 
off the west coast of Africa and oc- 
casionally around Bermuda. 

However, our favorite stomping 
grounds are around the east coast 
of Florida, among the passes and 
around the trestles of the Keys as 
far as Key West; in the rivers of 
the ten thousand islands, especially 
the mouth of the Shark River; all 
the way up the Florida west coast, 
including Boca Grande, off Captiva, 
Venice, Sarasota and the Tampa-St. 
Petersburg area. You can also find 


us up along the Texas coast, around 
Arkansas Pass in Texas; in the 
Panuco River near Tampico, Mex- 
ico; in the Gatun spillway in the 
Canal Zone and in the rivers of 
Cuba, Haiti and Puerto Rico. Fact 
is, you can find us just about any- 
where along these coasts where 
there is salt water. We also like the 
mouths of those tropical rivers 
where we play around and find a 
lot of good food in the brackish 
water. 


Down in some of those Mexican 
rivers it’s not a bit unusual to find 
us eighty or a hundred miles from 
the sea. A lot of the little boys go 
so far up in the rivers that they are 
actually landlocked. We tarpon have 
the distinctive ability to survive in 
exceedingly foul pools due to our 
ability to utilize atmospheric oxygen 
by use of a lung-like swim bladder. 

What about our spawning habits? 
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Well, I'll tell you, we’re pretty se- 
cretive about that. We spawn off the 
Florida coast in June and first re- 
produce when we are about four 
feet long, at which time we are 
about six or seven years old. Man 
has found some of the little fellows 
as small as a quarter of an inch in 
length and has also found what were 
thought to be tarpon eggs by means 
of a tow net dragged along the bot- 
tom. Unfortunately, the eggs could 
be kept in a viable state for only 
three days. 

Now, when it comes to fishing 
technique, that’s a pretty touchy 
problem among us tarpon. As you 
know, we are a very important game 
fish who are much sought after by 
anglers. There are many different 
ways you can trick us into striking. 
In the rivers and canals of Florida 
we are a real sucker for a streamer 
fly if it is worked just right. Red 
and yellow are our favorite colors. 

Off shore in the waters of the 
Atlantic or the Gulf of Mexico many 
of us fall victim of a trolled spoon 
or strip of mullet and in close to 
shore if you fish a pinfish on the 
bottom or five or six feet under the 
surface with one of those bobbers 
we ll usually supply you with plenty 
of action. Some of you fishermen like 
to plug cast with light tackle for 
us around the bridges and on the 
flats. We really like those new nylon 
jigs and flashy under water plugs. 
We also take a fancy to a noisy 
surface plug. I hear spinning is be- 
coming increasingly popular with 
the fishermen now and I can see 
why. We put up a whale of a fight 
on any kind of tackle but on a 
light outfit we are at our best. If 
you're thinking of dining on one 
of us you better forget it. Our flesh 
is not palatable and we are glad of 
this because for this reason we are 
often returned to the water to fight 
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again. We’ve also got a very bony, 
tough mouth so we are pretty darn 
hard to hook and when you do 
hook one of us we'll usually throw 
your bait right back at you. We 
love to jump and do so often when 
hooked. Not bragging or anything, 
but we can jump six or eight feet 
in the air a dozen times during the 
course of one battle and make you 
think you’ve hooked into a bucking 
bronc. 


The favorite time to fish for us 
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is during the late spring and early 
summer which is right now, come 
to think of it, and with all these 
tarpon tourneys going on around 
here I’m in a pretty dangerous spot. 
So I'll say so long to you sports- 
men and if you play your plugs 
right, I may be seeing you.” —END. 


LIVE RATTLESNAKES 
WANTED! 


Good Prices Paid ® Write for Details 
ROSS ALLEN’S REPTILE INSTITUTE 


Silver Springs, Florida 















EVERYTHING FOR THE 
MOTORIST * SPORTSMAN 
Asa 

E AUTO. 
v Weta 
A STORE - 


G 
A 


>o—-7Orn 


L 
L 
E te 

COMPLETE STOCK WIZARD MOTORS 
FISHING SUPPLIES 





Every Sportsman 
Should Read It! 


“FLORIDA'S 
SEMINOLE INDIANS” 
* 

Written in thrilling language your 


‘teen-age youngster will understand. 
Eighty-one pages packed with the 
authentic history surrounding Florida’s 
Seminole Indians. 

This is the first book ever published to 
cover in simple language every aspect 
of the life of an Indian tribe. 

This book written by Dr. Wilfred T. 
Neill after 4 years of intensive study 
and research in the heart of the mys- 
terious Everglades. 

Twenty-five full page photos and other 
illustrations. Covering Seminole history, 
customs, beliefs, language, methods of 
livelihood, etc. 


* 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY! 
$2.00 POSTPAID. 

Fill Out Coupon and Mail to: 
ROSS ALLEN’S 
REPTILE INSTITUTE 
SILVER SPRINGS, FLORIDA 


Street 


Gihyieu yeaa ee gs ee State is 
Please send my copy of ‘’Florida’s Sem- 
inole Indians.’ 

|! enclose $2.00 


Cash Check___. Money Order____ 








35 


























N. AR. A. TO CONVENE AT JAX 


By ANNE MATTINGLY 


The National Rifle Association, a 
sportsman’s organization of nearly a 
half-million shooters from all over 
the country, will hold its fourth na- 
tional convention this year in Jack- 
sonville from August 15 to 23. 


Highlight of the convention will be 
a group of exhibits composed of the 
finest shooting equipment to be 
found anywhere. You can browse 
for hours in the convention exhibit 
hall. You can see and handle the 
latest and best in guns and accessor- 
ies, meet the manufacturers’ repre- 
sentatives, and talk over their prod- 
ucts with them. 


Custom-built rifles, optical equip- 
ment, and sighting telescopes will be 
included among the exhibits. Roy 
Weatherby, a manufacturer of cus- 
tom-built guns, will show some of 
his equipment there, as will the E. 
C. Bishop & Son Gun Stock Com- 
pany, the Bausch & Lomb Optical 
Company, and the Brownell Indus- 
tries. These manufacturers. are 
among the more than 35 who will 
show their products in the exhibit 
hall. 


The NRA will have 21 members 
of its headquarters staff at the con- 
vention, including such technical ex- 


perts as Elmer Keith, Phil B. Sharpe, 
Maj. Gen. Julian S. Hatcher, and 
L. R. Wallack, who will be available 
to discuss shooting problems. 

A feature of the convention will 
be a general session and round table 
discussion covering such subjects as 
firearms legislation, marksmanship 
training and safety education, pro- 
motion and public relations, club ad- 
ministration, competitions, and the 


production of the AMERICAN 
RIFLEMAN, the NRA’s monthly 
magazine. 


For NRA members there will be 
such special meetings as the Junior 
Committee meeting, the Executive 
Committee meeting, the Finance 
Committee meeting, the Members 
meeting, the Pistol Committee meet- 
ing, and the Smallbore Rifle Com- 
mittee meeting. There will be many 
special attractions open to the public 
such as movies and lectures. 


Also very much worth seeing will 
be the 1952 Pistol and Smallbore 
Rifle National Championships which 
will be held in Jacksonville in con- 
junction with the convention. The 
NRA has arranged the schedules so 
that there will be no conflict between 
them. For the most part, you can 





Maj. Gen. Julian S. Hatcher (left), technical editor of the AMERICAN RIFLEMAN, and 





Elmer Keith, firearms expert. Both will be at the NRA convention in Jacksonville, 
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watch the shooting matches in the 
morning and go to the exhibits in 
the afternoon and evening. 


There will be many things worth 
seeing and much pleasure packed in- 
to the NRA’s nine days in Jackson- 
ville. 


Schedule of NRA events: 
At Jacksonville 


Pistol Championships—August 15- 
19. 


Convention—August 18-24. 


Smallbore Rifle Championships— 
August 21-24. 


At Fort Benning, Georgia 
High Power Rifle Championships 


—August 27-Sept. 2. 
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Archers Have 


Florida’s bow-and-arrow guys and 
gals will get their chance to gain 
recognition when the Fish and Game 
Commission meets in Tallahassee on 
August 4. For on that date, accord- 
ing to Director Ben L. McLauchlin, 
discussion concerning a special arch- 
ery season in the Ocala National For- 
est is on the agenda. 


To some of the State’s nimrods 
this news will not have much impact. 
Firearms users may take a dim view 
of users of the long bow and of their 
requests for special seasons. 


But we predict an amount of mail 
and comment on the subject which 
will surprise the gunpowder boys, 
for if they take a dim view of this 
bow-and-arrow stuff, the archers 
themselves surely do not. They are 
far more widespread than is com- 
monly thought, and they are far 
more enthusiastic. 


Bows and arrows, to this writer, 
were kid stuff until a few years ago. 
At that time we began to hear a lit- 


an outdoor writer should know some- 
thing about anything connected with 
hunting and fishing, we got in on 
the deal. What we learned, and how 
it affected our views, might best be 
shown by the fact that we were one 
of two men who appeared before of- 
ficials of the National Forests in 
Florida at an Ocala meeting three 
years ago to seek a special season 
for members of the clan. 
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Their Chance 


We hadn’t learned it all, as we 
learned at that meeting when the 
other person appearing in behalf of 
the request, Ross Allen of Silver 
Springs, gave out with some rather 
amazing figures. (If we remember 
correctly after this lapse of time, 
Ross predicted that such a special 
season might result in the sale of as 
many as 5,000 special permits.) 


The proposal at that time, and 
likely the one that will be made at 
the August 4 meeting, was for a spe- 
cial bow and arrow season to be held 
for one week, immediately preced- 
ing the regular season, in the Ocala 
National Forest, or in a part of the 
Forest. 


We proposed that _ restrictions 
should be made on equipment and 
methods of hunting to assure weap- 
ons of sufficient power to make a kill. 
No dogs would be allowed, of course. 
A special permit would be required 
along with the regular state hunting 
license. 


Ross’ contention that such a sea- 
son would go over in a big way is 
supported by events in other states 
where such seasons are most pop- 
ular, and by the experiences we have 
run into since that original effort. 


For instance, one of the hottest 
subjects and discussions we have run 
into in years of making talks at vari- 
ous sportsman’s and civic club meet- 
ings came a short time ago at Brad- 
enton. After the meeting was over 


and the hour was growing late, the 
archery enthusiasts took over. From 
there on until the wee hours of the 
morning arguments were presented 
in favor of such a special season. 

And though the average sportsman 
might not suspect that such is the 
case, archery clubs exist all along 
both coasts of Florida as well as down 
through the center of the state. In 
Lakeland there is a band of men and 
women who now hunt with their 
counterparts of the ancient weapon. 
One of these, Sterling Favell, who 
is obliged to get around with the aid 
of a crutch because of the loss of a 
leg, has bagged quail, rabbits, rattle- 
snakes, frogs, and so on and on. 
Favell, in demonstrations that we’ve 
seen, has snuffed out the little birth- 
day candles, without hitting the 
candle, at twenty-five steps, three 
times out of five tries. 

With accuracy like this, and armed 
with arrows so sharp that it is hard 
to pull one out of a hardwood floor 
after it has been dropped only two 
feet, the rifle and shotgun boys have 
no reason to look down their noses 
at the modern Robin Hoods. 


Even the tough-scaled garfish is 
easy prey to a group of Dade City 
enthusiasts who conduct regular 
supervised hunts for this species of 
detrimental fish. Gars are so tough 
that they tear up a gig in record 
time, but the razor-sharp arrow tips 
cut their careers short with a satis- 
fying suddenness. 

At any rate, we repeat—this is the 
time for the bow-and-arrow enthusi- 
asts to make themselves heard. Dis- 
cussion of a special season will be 
held. Write or wire—or better yet, 
attend if you can—the Game and 
Fresh Water Fish Commission meet- 
ing in Tallahassee on August 4. 

Archery is truly a good clean 
sport. We hope the special season 
gets a fair trial. And we hope all our 
archer friends will make themselves 
heard this time. 
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Noah’s Ark and The Poly-Wog. Captain Tilghman (left) and Shep rehash old boating 
memories, with Larry “all ears’’ in the Poly-Wog. 


“Want to go fishin’, sonny?” That 
chance remark to a boy of six in 
1904 started a career that lasted 
more than three decades. During 
this time thousands of friends have 
enjoyed the bounteous hospitality 
of Captain Noah J. Tilghman aboard 
his ‘floating fishing home,” the 
Noah’s Ark, on the St. Johns River 
at Palatka. 

I had the pleasure of spending 
an afternoon aboard the Ark listen- 
ing to tales of the St. Johns River 
and of a man’s past so filled with 
memorable experiences that vol- 
umes could be printed from the Logs 
of his boats. I also had the pleasure 
of meeting the Captain’s gracious 
wife, who has steered him for 32 
years over the course of matrimony. 
My only regret of that afternoon’s 
visit is that I cannot spend weeks 
aboard the Ark exploring the water- 
heaven that the Captain knows so 
well. 


An unforgettable man is Captain 
Tilghman, a man whose personality 
reaches out to you and gathers you 
in. You are his friend the minute 
you clasp hands. His contageous 
laugh would ease the fears of the 
most cautious landlubber. His ex- 
planations of “live bait’ fishing 
would make the rankest amateur 
feel like a Rube Allyn. 

Like the original Noah, Noah 
Tilghman built his craft, piece by 
piece, out of the native trees of his 
own county and state. Jim Evans, 
an old colored man who had planked 
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the hulls of such famous old river 
steamers as the “Fearless,” the 
“Mary Howard,” and the “Hoo Hoo,” 
was his able assistant. The two of 
them searched long in the forest 
for a tree, a sturdy white oak, for 
the stem piece. They used nothing 
but the best water-seasoned cypress 
for the planking. Fourteen months 
of patient toil went into the shap- 
ing of the boat, until at last, with 
gleaming white topsides, the boat 
slid from the ways. What more fit- 
ting name for such a boat than 
“Noah’s Ark’? 

The story of the Ark’s existence 
smacks a little of Horatio Alger 
tales. Captain Tilghman started his 
water-borne career in 1912 with a 
smallish boat named the Etawaha. 
She was named from a little river in 
northern Georgia. I believe the word 
means ‘Happy Fishing Grounds.” 
She boasted a small guest cabin and 
rather spacious upper deck plus 
crew quarters and a small Captain’s 
cabin. 


A guest (better to be left un- 
named) came back to the dock of 
the Etawaha after a week’s fishing 
trip aboard and remarked to the 
Captain, “I enjoyed the outing very 
much, but you need a larger boat.” 
Nearly every boat owner has mental 
plans and sketches of a bigger boat, 
but many, like the Captain, find 
their purse strings not long enough. 
This was explained at some great 
length to the guest who then made 
the statement, “Stop in at my office 


in two weeks with your plans.” Thus 
the financial part of the new boat 
was floated and launched. 

For thirty-one years Captain 
Tilghman has cruised the St. Johns, 
from its mouth to the source. Prob- 
ably no living man today knows the 
river more thoroughly and com- 
pletely. He has set a record for all 
tc come during this time—not once 
was a fishing party delayed five 
minutes after they stepped aboard 
the Ark. They left on schedule, even 
if a tug had to be chartered to tow 
the Ark on the trip. 

No man can spend so much time 
on the water without having many 
varied and exciting experiences. 
Captain Tilghman remembers best 
the close friendships of his many 
associates, but the most vivid recol- 
lection is that of riding out a hur- 
ricane in 1944 with a boatload of 
passengers. 

Three times the wind shifted di- 
rection, and three times the Captain 
had to move his boat to a safer 
mooring; from a cove at Lake 
George Point to Warmouth Cove on 
Grayton Island and then in behind 
Hog Island. Three times the storm 
hunted out the Ark and struck her 
with all the fury of a tropical hur- 
ricane. Sheets of rain, paralleling 
the earth, smashed up against the 
Ark’s bow, driven by a one-hundred- 
and-ten-mile-an-hour wind. Both 
anchors out at the bow, the diesel 
was running at nearly top speed to 
hold the Ark into the torrent. Hour 
after hour passed, darkness changed 
to daylight. In the dim light of 
dawn an awesome sight greeted the 
eyes of the weary passengers: trees 
on shore were toppling like match 
sticks at each fresh onslaught of 
the gale. Finally, the storm abated 
and the tired Captain headed his 
boat homeward. One of the passen- 
gers, A. A. Drake, from Macon, 
Georgia, asked permission to copy 
some notes into the ship’s log. I can 
best describe the crew’s reaction by 
quoting directly from the log of that 
day. 234, 

“The Good Book tells us of a 
little weather trouble encountered 
by a worthy old party named Noah, 
who built the Ark when he was 
six hundred years old and built 
the same so well it withstood forty 
days of rain on a five months cruise. 
Nothing was said about high winds, 
if any. Captain Noah Tilghman built 
his Ark about a dozen years ago 
and it stood up under the pounding 
of an hundred-mile zephyr along 
with some of the dangest rain it has 
ever been my misfortune to see. 

“The writer confesses to a new 
species of fright, and the other pas- 

(Continued on Page 42) 
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Notes from a Fishing Log 


Some eleven years ago I decided 
to record my fishing experiences in 
writing, so that I might be able to 
relive any fishing trip merely by 
opening a log book. It’s a lot of 
fun, looking back over the fishing 
records of past years, and it’s a good 
way to learn something about fish- 
ing. I wouldn’t take a_ thousand 


fish as long as the minnows lasted, 
but when the live bait was gone I 
couldn’t get them to hit a fly. 


Catch: 
8 Crappie—minnow and spinner 
2 Crappie—minnow (on _ plain 
hook) 
1 largemouth bass — minnow 
and spinner 


September 28, 1947 — Johnson’s 
Camp, Lake Okeechobee 
Partly cloudy day with strong 
northeast wind. Water in lake very 
high, about 7 feet over “normal.” 
Began fishing just outside the 
Clewiston hurricane gate, and did 
not find it necessary to go any far- 
ther. The bass were ready to hit just 
about any lure, so long as it was 
fished deep. To make things inter- 
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dollars for my fishing records today, 


not unless I could keep a copy of . White perch — minnow and : IS 
spinner & 


FINE YEAR-ROUND LIVING! 
We Invite You to Stay in 
MARION COUNTY 


I learned something about crappie 
fishing on April 7, 1941, for later 
entries in the log books have con- 


every bit of fishing I’ve done has 
been recorded in a log book, the 
hey-days, the average days, and the 
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Crappies were active and ap- 
peared to be feeding on minnows, 
but I couldn’t get them to hit a fly 
or take a worm and spinner com- : 
bination. Got no crappies, but landed: bs 
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Lake Okeechobee following the Sep- 
tember hurricane of that year: 
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weather and fishing: 
April 7, 1941—Skiff’s Creek 

Warm, sunny day with balmy =: 
southwest wind. Much more pleas- = 
ant than yesterday. é 

Had a small supply of minnows : 
which the crappies took readily. 
They hit much better when the min- 
nows were fished behind a small = 
spinner, evidently being attracted - 
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esting, I used the fly rod mostly, and 
fished surface bugs and shallow run- 
ning flies. Even this was too easy, 
so I mashed down the barbs to give 
the bass a break. In spite of every- 
thing, a couple of hours fishing pro- 
duced 38 landed and released bass. 
Catch: 
17 largemouth bass—+2 Yellow 
Sally Streamer 
8 largemouth bass — Fly rod 


Chum Spoon 

6 largemouth bass—+3 casting 
Chum Spoon 

4 largemouth bass — Yellow 
Popper, +2 


3 largemouth bass — Red & 
White Popper, +2 
There’s not much to be learned 
from fishing like that of September 
28, 1947, but it does show what Lake 
Okeechobee can produce when it’s 
right. 


An early entry in my 1949 book, 
shows Okeechobee in another mood: 
January 29, 1949—Lake Okeecho- 


bee, Liberty Point Flats 
Pleasant afternoon. Gentle and 
balmy east breeze. Water clear. 


Worked well back into the grass 
today, and fished weedless spoons 
and top water plugs in all sorts of 
ways, but did not hear, see, or feel 


a fish. 


Catch: 

SKUNKED. 

* * * 

As this column is written, the most 
recent entry in my fishing log was 
just made. It reads: 

May 31, 1952—Punta Rassa 

Warm, partly cloudy day with 
brisk southwest wind. Water rough. 

Started fishing at about 9:00 a.m. 
on outgoing tide, and fished until 
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about 3:00 p.m., when the tide had 
come part way in. 


The two kids and I each used spin- 
ning outfits today, and the kids liked 
it so much I had to give them the 
outfits. 


We stayed in San Carlos Bay, 
fishing the grassy bars and the 
deeper grass patches. Most of 
the fish seemed to be in _ the 
deeper patches, probably because of 
the rough water. One spot about 
halfway across to Sanibel Island 
produced a number of sandtrout 
and ladyfish, and one pompano, but 
the anchor wouldn’t hold well 
enough to allow us to work it well. 


Jeannette got 5 fish, and Phil 
landed 10, all on weighted bucktails. 
Pretty good for their first try at 
spinning. 


Catch: 
6 trout—+1 Yellow Upperman 
Bucktail 


2 trout—+6 Owl-Eye (yellow) 


> sandtrout— +1 Yellow Up- 
perman Bucktail 


5 sandtrout—+#6 Yellow Owl- 


Eye 

4 Ladyfish—+1 Yellow Upper- 
man 

2 Leatherjacks — +6 Yellow 
Owl-Eye 

1 Pompano— +1 Yellow Up- 
perman 

1 Mackerel—+6 Yellow Owl- 
Eye 

1 Silver perch — +6 Yellow 
Owl-Eye 

1 Sandfish— +6 Yellow Owl- 
Eye 

2 Sailcats—+1 Yellow Upper- 
man 


Keeping a fishing log—or diany, 
if you prefer to call it such — is 
bound to improve your fishing. 
But even if it didn’t help your fish- 
ing, it would be worthwhile just as 
a means of reviving pleasant mem- 
ories. Notebooks are cheap. Why not 
try it? —END. 
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YOUR GUNS AND MINE 


There are 15 million licensed scat- 
ter-gun enthusiasts in the United 
States—almost 100,000 in Florida 
alone! 

With the growing demands of 
these numerous Florida hunters in 
mind, Florida Wildlife will institute 
a regular column dealing with hunt- 
ing weapons, especially shotguns, 
in next month’s issue. 

In searching for an authoritative 
writer for this type of column, the 
editor came across Don Cook at his 
gun shop in Winter Park. Don fit 
the bill, as far as qualifications were 
concerned, and was induced to fur- 
nish material for the proposed col- 
umn. 


Don has one of the most modern 
gun-smithing shops south of Atlanta, 


ATTENTION 
SPORTSMEN 


WE ARE CHANGING THE NAME 
OF OUR COURT — SEND IN A 
NEW NAME BEFORE AUGUST 
15TH AND WIN A WEEK-END 
STAY AS OUR GUEST. 


Mail Name To: 


HEARN’S MOTOR COURT 
On U.S. Hwy. 441 


Orange Lake, Fla. 


NEW NAME 









Se 


and also has one of the exclusive 
installation franchises of the Poly- 
Choke Company of Hartford, Con- 
necticut. Don Cook’s is the 26th such 
plant in the United States, and the 
only one of its kind in Florida. This 
shop is equipped with factory-speci- 
fied tools and precision measuring 
instruments especially built for the 
installation of the poly-choke. Up to 
200 installations can be turned out 
per day. Bob Fraker, a talented gun- 
smith, has been imported from Cali- 
fornia to supervise the installations 
of the Poly-Choke product, custom 
work on high-power rifles, and mili- 
tary conversions. 


Along with the Poly-Choke fran- 
chise, the Don Cook Gun Shop car- 
ries a full line of guns and acces- 
sories. The owner has perfected a 
special gun case, adaptable to Flor- 
ida climate, that is becoming very 
popular with Florida hunters. 


Many sportsmen have spent hours 
just browsing through the lodge- 
type display room at this gun shop. 
Local nimrods often congregate here 
to discuss hunting, relate their ex- 
periences, and compare the various 
types of guns and equipment. Don 
Cook’s hospitable and friendly na- 
ture, and the informal atmosphere 
of his display room, makes most vis- 
itors feel at home as soon as they 
walk into his shop. 


Florida Wildlife is fortunate in se- 
curing the services of Don Cook. 
The editors believe that Florida 
hunters will follow Don’s articles 
with interest. 





sengers might as well do the same. 
It was a nervous evening and a 
nervous day following, especially 
when the second spasm of wind 
started late Thursday. The Captain 
seemed to be playing chess with the 
Storm King, moved his piece with 
considerable skill from long years 
of experience which served him in 
the emergency and finally brought 
the danger to check and mate. 


“These lines are in appreciation of 
the Captain’s courage and skill, from 
men who understand better what 
motivates a sea captain to go down 
with his ship.” 


And now Captain Tilghman plans 
on retiring. His many friends are 
going to miss him, and he is going 
to miss them. What does the Captain 
plan to do when he retires? You 
have probably guessed! Yes, he is 
going to buy a smaller boat and go 
fishin’. —END. 
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pend on are size and color. A ma- 
ture wild turkey gobbler may weigh 
16 pounds but the average weight 
is between 11 and 15 pounds. The 
longer legs and neck of the gobbler 
accentuates the more upright stat- 
ure. Back and breast feathers of the 
gobbler are black tipped, which 
lends a coal-black cast to the color 
of the body. The mature hen turkey 
may weigh 8 pounds but the average 
weight is between 6 and 8 pounds. 
The general stature of the hen is 
smaller because of the comparative- 
ly shorter legs and neck. The light 


brown cast of the hen is due to the © 
buff-tipped feathers of the breast | 


and back. 


There are several reason for pro- — 
tecting the turkey hen. First of all, - 
the turkey is a polygamous species, — 
which means that one gobbler will | 
mate with several hens. The hen © 
carries out all the duties of incuba- | 
tion and care of the young. Data | 
from other states indicates that a — 
flock of 50 gobblers and 50 hens — 
will, in one season, produce 62 more © 
turkeys. The same 50 hens with 10 © 
gobblers will also produce 62 birds. | 
On the other hand, 50 gobblers with © 
10 hens will produce only 13 new © 
adults. Protection of the hens will | 
insure that sufficient breeding stock | 


will always be maintained. 


Secondly, although 95 percent of 
the good turkey range in Florida is — 
inhabited, it is producing only one- — 


third the number it could sustain 
if fully stocked. 


Rough terrain, inaccessable areas  ?™ 
and breeding ground furnish the ae 


nucleus of breeding stock following 
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each hunting season if both sexes 
are killed. Population densities are 
held down on the more open and 
easier shot out good turkey range 
because sufficient breeding stock is 
not allowed to accumulate. Ade- 
quate protection of turkey hens will 
cause a more equal distribution of 
wild turkeys over the good turkey 
range, 

Finally, the trophy value of the 
wild turkey gobbler ranks high on 
the list of the big game hunter and is 
an added incentive for protecting the 
turkey hen that could produce an 
increased kill of this most desirable 
game bird. 

Permanent food plots planted to 
many desirable kinds of wild tur- 
key foods are being established in 





the wildlife management areas. 
Chufas, peas, hebari, and sunflower 
are a few of the foods planted. Be- 
cause most of these types of food 
mature when natural mast is abun- 
dant, there is a tendency on the part 
of game managers to plant larger 
areas to sod-producing broad-bladed 
grasses. Pensacola, common, and 
argentine bahia, as well as carpet 
grass and pangola grass, are planted 
to insure late winter and early 
spring green food and seeds. Barley, 
rye, and oats are being tried with 
success in some areas for supple- 
menting the winter and early spring 
diet of the wild turkey. 

Automatic turkey feeders, sup- 
plied with whole or cracked corn, 
have been useful in supplementing 
natural foods. Fall population peaks 
have been carried through the win- 








ter and spring when natural foods 
were scarce by supplemental feed- 
ing with automatic feeders. On re- 
stocking sites, feeders are used by 
wildlife officers to localize the re- 
leased turkeys in an area that he can 
better protect. Feeders also supply 
a source of food to newly released 
stock until they become adapted to 
the area. 

The wild turkey in Florida is re- 
ceiving all the benefits of good pro- 
tection and management that the 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Com- 
mission can afford. Private inter- 
ests in game management are seek- 
ing the latest information on turkey 
management practices, and the gen- 
eral trend in land use is favorable 
to the increase of wild turkeys. 


To maintain and increase these 
birds is the responsibility and con- 


~ cern of everyone interested in the 
- outdoors, in hunting, and in wild- 
~ life conservation. 


All in all, Florida hunters can look 


forward to the 1952-53 season as one 
_ of the brightest in many years. 
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Che Indias Swale 


By ROSS ALLEN and WILFRED T. NEILL 


The indigo snake is found from coastal South Caro- 
lina southward through the Florida peninsula. It is 
probably the longest snake in the United States, and 
is certainly one of the most remarkable in habits. 

In late Spring the female indigo snake lays 8 or 
10 large, soft-shelled eggs. Each egg is about 3 inches 
long and 1% inches wide. The shell is whitish in color 
and is covered with tiny crystals which resemble 
little grains of salt. 
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The snake in the photograph was posed with her 
eggs in an open space. In the wild she would have 
carefully hidden her clutch in warm sand or decaying 
wood, selecting a spot where conditions of temperature 
and moisture were just right. The female does not 
guard or brood her eggs, but rambles off after laying. 
The eggs usually hatch in latter August or September. 
The babies are 22 to 24 inches long—really good- 
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sized snakes from the start! A newly 
hatched baby is shown in the inset 
photograph. 

Growth is rapid. When about 3 
years old, the snakes are nearly 5 
feet long. The maximum size reached 
is probably close to 9 feet. The au- 
thors have seen a number of indigo 
snakes that exceeded 8 feet in length, 
and a few slightly over 8% feet. The 
largest specimen ever received at 
the Reptile Institute measured 8 
feet 74% inches. 


Nearly all very big indigo snakes 


come from the Everglades and the 
Cape Sable region of southern Flor- 
ida. Elsewhere in the state, speci- 
mens much over 7% feet are seldom 
found. In one case, a female indigo 
snake, 7 feet 4 inches in length, was 
caught at Silver Springs. It was kept 
in captivity for 10 months, and, al- 
though it ate voraciously, it did not 
grow at all during this time. 


The indigo snake feeds upon a 
wide variety of creatures, including 
rats, mice, pocket-gophers, sparrows, 
lizards, other snakes, and frogs. Al- 
though non-poisonous and non-con- 
stricting, the indigo snake often kills 
and eats poisonous snakes. Pygmy 
rattlesnakes are, in fact, a main item 
of its diet. (For an account of the 
pygmy rattlesnake, see Florida Wild- 
life, September, 1950.) 

The hungry indigo snake dashes 
suddenly upon the pygmy rattler 
and seizes it by the head. The jaws 
of the indigo snake are quite strong 
and armed with sharp teeth. Usually 
the first bite disables the rattler, 
which thrashes about helplessly. The 
indigo snake does not relinquish its 
hold, but continues to bite down on 
its victim’s head. Eventually the 
rattler, perhaps still struggling, is 
swallowed whole, head-first. Indigo 
snakes have been noted to feed upon 
cottonmouth moccasins and _ dia- 
mondback rattlesnakes, also. 


Experiments were made at the 
Reptile Institute to determine 
whether indigo snakes were immune 
to the venom of poisonous species. 
A tame, hungry indigo snake, about 
5 feet in length, was placed in a 
pen of diamondback rattlers. The 
indigo snake promptly attacked a 
5-foot rattler, grasping it by the 
back of the head and biting down 
savagely. The _ rattler thrashed 
around and finally freed itself. The 
indigo snake then glided around the 
cage, shying away from several large 
rattlers, and pounced on a 3-foot 
diamondback, seizing it by the head 
before it could make a move. The 
indigo snake then swallowed the 
rattler head-first. Not once did the 
poisonous serpent have opportunity 
to use its fangs. The 5-foot rattler, 
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The timber-grazing-game program is a ‘natural’ for Florida cutover lands. This sketch 

shows how a section of 640 acres of forest land is protected from fire by wide strips of 

improved pasture grass which are grazed closely by cattle. The ponds provide a place for 

fish and assure a water supply for the cattle.—Louis T. Nieland, Agricultural Extension 
Service, Gainesville, Fla. 
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victim of the indigo snake’s first at- 
tack, later died from the injuries 
received. These and other experi- 
ments showed that indigo snakes 
could avoid being bitten; but were 
they actually immune? 

Finally, an indigo snake was ex- 
posed to the bite of a diamondback, 
which struck it on the side of the 
head. The bitten snake suffered no 
ill effects, and continued to live. 
Another indigo snake was bitten 12 
inches behind the head. The wound 
swelled considerably, but the fol- 
lowing day the swelling had sub- 
sided and the snake appeared quite 
normal. Yet another indigo snake 
was struck on the back of the head, 
the rattler’s fangs leaving two long 
cuts in the flesh. The cuts seemed 
to be healing, but the harmless snake 
died on the fourth day after the bite. 

It would seem that indigo snakes 
have a fairly high degree of im- 
munity to diamondback venom. They 
also survived the injection of mod- 
erately large doses of cottonmouth 
moccasin venom. 

Just a few years ago, scientists 
discovered that certain male snakes 
fight others of their own kind, espe- 





cially during the breeding season. 
The battling males rear up as high 
as possible, intertwine their necks, 
and try to throw or push each other 
down. This peculiar behavior is 
termed a “combat dance”; it is a 
strange sight to behold. Indigo 
snakes engage in combat dances 
more often, and certainly more vig- 
orously, than any other serpent, as 
far as is known. Often the males 
not only “wrestle” but bite each 
other severely, inflicting long gashes. 
In some cases the wounds actually 
prove fatal. During the Spring, when 
most of the fighting takes place, al- 
most every male indigo snake is 
marked with long gashes, especially 
about the head and neck. So pug- 
nacious are the battling males that 
they will sometimes continue to fight 
after being caught and bagged. 

In spite of its belligerency toward 
other snakes, the indigo snake is 
harmless and inoffensive to man. 
When approached, it flattens its neck 
vertically, hisses loudly, and vibrates 
the tail to produce a rattling sound. 
It keeps up this bluff, at the same 
time edging away and then dashing 
off into the bushes. Sometimes it 
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can be provoked into striking; but 
most specimens, once caught, make 
no effort to bite thereafter. In cap- 
tivity indigo snakes become very 
tame and gentle. 

This big snake is of unusual bio- 
logical interest, and of great eco- 
nomic importance in Florida. It 
should be protected, and not ruth- 
lessly killed as so many harmless 
snakes are. The authors have been 
especially interested in the conser- 
vation of this species. The Reptile 
Institute has always restricted its 
purchases of specimens to about 50 
or 60 a year. These supply the needs 
of zoos and exhibits; and, collected 
as they were at scattered localities 
throughout Florida and southern 
Georgia, they do not deplete the 
indigo snake population in any one 
locality. Many sportsmen and farm- 
ers realize the value of these big 
snakes, and always allow them to 
go on their way unmolested. In rural 
areas the indigo snake is often called 
“sopher snake”; and the local resi- 
dents will tell you, quite correctly, 
that it crawls down the gopher bur- 
rows in its search for rats and rat- 
tlesnakes. Fortunately, the two 
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areas where indigo snakes are most 
common—the lower Everglades and 
the Big Scrub of Marion County— 
are both National Game Refuges. 
There the species will probably con- 
tinue to thrive. 

This big snake is easily recognized. 
It is moderately stout in build, with 
smooth and shining seales. The head 
is scarcely wider than the neck. The 
color above is glossy black, below 
slate gray with a prismatic irides- 
cence. Often the throat is crimson, 
reddish-brown, or orange, although 
some specimens lack this bright 
color. 

The indigo snake is most apt to 
be encountered in live-oak ham- 
mocks, along the borders of river 
swamps, in big hardwood forests, 
in the dry stands of turkey-oak and 
longleaf pine, and in the drier glades 
and mucklands of southern Florida. 

—END. 


JOE BORDEN’S 
Silver Springs Cruises 


DOCKS: 
Oklawaha River Bridge, State Highway 
40, Just 10 Miles East of 


OCALA, FLORIDA 
Modern ® Comfortable ® Safe 


GLASS BOTTOM BOATS 


A 14 miles, 2 hour cruise through wild- 
life jungle, over crystal clear waters, a 
complete trip from mouth to source, 
showing the Famous Silver Springs, too! 


“JUST AS THE INDIANS LEFT IT’— 
YES! JOE BORDEN SHOWS ALL. 












OPERATED FROM ONE OF THE BEST FISHING PORTS ON THE GULF. 


DEEP SEA FISHING 


THE LARGEST AND FINEST BOATS ON THE COAST 








minute struggle. 

Hugh Bartholomew, a double am- 
putee, and his crippled fishing com- 
panion, Matthew O’Grady, account- 
ed for the biggest string of fish— 
five black bass. 

Brinson Terrell and Claude Bed- 
enbaugh likely were the most col- 
orful anglers at the party. Both are 
totally blind but their handicap 
failed to keep happy smiles from 
their faces despite the fact that col- 
lectively they only succeeded in 
landing a single shellcracker. 

Bedenbaugh lost his sight when 
a piece of shrapnel struck him in 
the forehead during the last day of 
the famous Battle of the Bulge. Ter- 
rell’s blindness resulted from in- 
juries in an automobile accident. 

Terrell drew loud laughs from the 
group when he carefully felt the 
10-pound bass that had been landed 
by Noack. 

“They say it weighs only 10 
pounds,” he remarked with a smile, 
“but if I'd caught it I’d say that 
it is as big as a whale.” 

When the party ended, Colonel 
Herndon expressed deep apprecia- 
tion to the Game Commission for its 
interest in offering disabled veter- 
ans an opportunity to try their skill 
at fishing and enjoy a few unex- 
pected hours away from hospital 
routine. 

“T’m convinced that there’s noth- 
ing like fishing to make a man for- 
get his pain and troubles,” he de- 
clared. “I am so deeply impressed 
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that I request that these fishing 
trips be made an annual event for 
convalescents from our hospital.” 


The colonel’s suggestion met with 
instant approval. Plans already un- 
derway call for the participation of 
disabled veterans from five wars at 
next year’s event. Colonel Herndon 
visualizes having representatives of 
five wars on hand—the Indian, 


Spanish-American, World War I, 
World War II, and, of course, Korea. 

There’s no doubt about it, fishing 
offers a soothing philosophy that 
cannot be duplicated by medicine! 
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PHONE 





381 or 383 
DESTIN, FLA. 
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number’ BF ends adakeneg: peor 
stops for food. 

When the feeders were first put 
to use it was feared that outbreaks 
of disease might result from the 
concentration of large numbers of 
quail around the feeders over a 
period of time. To date, although 
some of the feeders have remained 
in the same spot for three years, 
no evidence of disease has become 
apparent. 

Another false fear was that preda- 
tors would concentrate at the feed- 
ers to take a heavy toll of quail. 
There has been no evidence that 
the feeders make the quail more vul- 
nerable to their natural enemies. 
Rattlesnakes, moccasins, and hawks 
have been found nearby but they 
seemed to prefer the mice that came 
for a helping of scattered corn. The 
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NEED HELP? 





Reddy Kilowatt 
Your Servant 
ef the Century 


WILL HELP YOU DO YOUR JOB 


BETTER @ FASTER @ CHEAPER 


FLORIDA POWER & 
LIGHT COMPANY 
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feeders probably lessen the danger 
to quail from predators since their 
feeding time, the time they are in 
the open away from protective cover, 
is shortened. 

At first it was considered that 
the quail in feeder areas might be- 
come more or less tame and that 
the areas would become similar to 
baited grounds, making the birds 
easy victims for the hunters. This 
was also disproved. Again the short- 
er feeding period was in the quails’ 
favor. Less scent for bird dogs was 
left in this way than if the quail 
moved over a wider area in search 
of natural feed. Quail in the open 
fields are much easier targets than 
quail in heavy cover. 

Obviously quail feeders have but 
one purpose: to provide feed where 
and when feed is needed. Their 
value is in supplementing feed with 
a resulting increase in coveys where 
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otherwise there would: be none. 

The feeder plan and the Scruggs 
Quail Feeder has spread over the 
country like wildfire. Letters from 
state conservation officers, local 
clubs, and sportsmen, testifying to 
the success of the feeders, are piling 
up in the Scruggs files. Over 8,000 
Scruggs Quail Feeders have been 
sold, almost 6,000 in the past year. 
Next year’s production rate will be 
even higher. 

Figuring only one extra covey 
for each of the 8,000 feeders now in 
use, there are now over a hundred 
thousand additional quail who owe 
their existence to the Webb plan. 
It takes no great imagination to fore- 
see a million additional Bob Whites 
in the United States within the next 
five years, even at the present pro- 
duction rate of Scruggs feeders. 

A million more quail! Happy 
hunting! 





WORLD'S BEST FISHING AND BATHING 





PANAMA CITY BEACH HOTEL AND COTTAGES 
A, W. PLEDGER—Owner-Manager 
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back and forth through his hands, 
similar to the way a kitten rubs 
against its master’s legs. 

And that isn’t all! The Salsbury’s 
have added 11 smaller bass to the 
pool, and they too are learning to 
take their worms from human fin- 
gers. Of course, Oscar is the ruler 
of the pool by virtue of his size, and, 
like a one-man dog, won’t permit 
any of his cousins to get near the 
master until his own appetite has 
been satisfied. 


Another of Oscar’s traits closely 
resembling that of other pets is his 
apparent ability to recognize his 
name. While walking from the house 
to the pool, I have seen Mrs. Sals- 
bury stop some 75 feet away and 
call his name. Immediately, Oscar 
left his loafing spot across the pool 
and swam to the nearest bank to 
await her arrival. Whether this 
recognition of our approach was 
due to keen hearing or to keen eye- 
sight (remember, the water is vir- 
tually transparent), I cannot say. 
But it was a fascinating sight to see 
a bass swimming toward us at the 
beckon of her voice. All of the bass 
I had previously encountered had 
shown great reluctance toward mak- 
ing my acquaintance. 

The fame of this collection of 
unique pets is spreading. Oscar has 
been fed by numerous local “doubt- 
ers” who came to be convinced. He 
has even starred in an amateur mo- 
vie, shot in color by C. C. Wilkes of 
Sanford. It has been rumored that 
Oscar may soon get national pub- 
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MONKEY JUNGLE 


22 Miles South of Miami, Florida, 
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GOULDS, FLORIDA 








JOHNSON'S 
FISHING CAMP 


On Lake Okeechobee 
PHONE 45 
TOPS FOR BASS FISHING 


Modern Housekeeping Cottages 


Restaurant Specializing in Seafoods 
and STEAKS 


EARLY BREAKFAST FOR 
DUCK HUNTERS 


BOATS © MOTORS @® GUIDES 


JOHNSON’S FISHING CAMP 
CLEWISTON, FLORIDA 
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licity through a weekly magazine 
and the newsreels. 


“I will admit that when I first 
heard there was a pool full of tame 
bass here in our town of Sanford, 
I took a skeptical view of the story. 
Even though I suspected my leg 
was being pulled, the possibility of 
seeing such a sight was too much 
for my curiosity. So, with loaded 
camera, I called at the Salsbury 
home. 


Oscar was in rare form that day 
and I was able to get numerous shots 
as he cavorted with Salsbury. I came 
away convinced that I had seen one 
of the most unusual pets, and I had 
photographs to prove it. 


Editor’s Note—During a recent 
visit in Sanford, we were privileged 
to see “Oscar” through the gracious 
hospitality of Mrs. Salsbury. We, 
too, must confess to a certain amount 
of doubt when first informed of the 
existence of these pets. But, after 
personally feeding “Oscar” we can 
vouch for the veracity of this tale. 
To protect the privacy of the Sals- 
bury family, it should be cleariy 
understood that their pool is not a 
public exhibit, and the bass may be 
seen only through invitation. 








The 24-pound 2'2-ounce permit shown 
above in the hand of its captor, M. M. 
Minkler, Miami, is the largest known to be 
caught on spinning tackle. Minkler hooked 
the permit on a yellow bucktail lure while 
fishing from a skiff in flats waters off Key 
West, and the big fish fought for one hour 
and 24 minutes before being boated. 








” Veuelz 


Pat. Pending 


“WITH THE MAGIC BUTTON” and “MECHANICAL BRAIN” 
You'll never use Oars again! 





Forget clumsy and bothersome oars. No more back- 
aches and blistered hands. Now there is greater 
pleasure in fishing, trolling, boating and duck 
hunting. Quietly you glide closer to your game 
without noisy splash or commotion. SCULL-EZ 
gives your boat swan-like movement through weeds 
and difficult spots with no lost motion. 





At Your Dealer or Write: “ 
Ger. RAUGLAS, Inc. 


Minneola, Florida 
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OUTDOOR WRITERS 


(Continued from: Page 31) 


be refueled at sea. Kelly won the 
hard luck trophy. 

Down in the Keys, the local resi- 
dents went all out for the outdoor 
writers. They tossed a fish fry at 
Islamorada that drew 83 OWAA 
members. On top of that, camp and 
livery owners and guides saw that 
every visiting angler received the 
kind of fishing that he was after. 
Joe Brooks, chairman of the Keys 
and West Coast fishing program did 
a standout job in taking care of all 
fishing requests. 

Co-Chairman Corson and Agey 
were quick to praise the Game and 
Fresh Water Fish Commission and 
its Wildlife Officers for their assist- 
ance during the gathering. The 
Commission distributed many fish- 
ing pamphlets, while the Wildlife 
Officers set up a display of bass and 
bream in the Bay Front Auditorium, 
took out many of the visitors on 
field and fishing trips, and served at 
a general information center 
throughout the meeting. 

Present at the registration desk 
to meet and greet the visiting 
scribes was “Florida’s Outdoor 
Girl,” pretty, vivacious Patty Jones, 
of Lakeland, who was chosen by 
the FOWA membership to repre- 
sent them at the meeting. Patty, an 
ardent hunter and fisherman, is 
adept at hunting wildcats or coons 
and quite capable of casting a plug 
or a fly at just the right spot. Inci- 
dentally, her daddy, Fred W. Jones, 
was the overall convention chairman 
for the entire week-long session. 

Agendas for each day’s activities 
usually ended the daylight hours 
with a social gathering, followed by 
a delectable offering of buffet sup- 
pers, chicken fries, fish fries, and the 
annual banquet. Playing host to the 
OWAA during these periods were 


:  SPORTSMAN’S 








LYON'S 


DRUG STORE 
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the City of Miami, the Miami Beach 
Rod and Reel Club, the Miami Daily 
News, Eastern Air Lines, the Rum 
Institute of Puerto Rico, the Quar- 
terdeck Club, and several other 
groups in the Miami area. 

But the meeting wasn’t all of fun, 
for the serious part of the conven- 
tion took up an entire day, when 
groups A (newspapermen), B (free- 
lancers), and C (members of gov- 
ernmental agencies) went into their 
workshop periods for panel discus- 
sions of “Farmer-Sportsmen Rela- 
tions,” “Use of Herbicides and In- 
secticides and Their Relation To 
Wildlife Resources,” “Our Stake in 
Clean Waters,” and “Conservation 
Education in Our Public Schools.” 

The annual business meeting of 
the Association took place June 10 
when the officers for the coming 
year were elected and the meeting 


spot for the 1953 convention—Mis- 

soula, Montana—was selected. 
Perhaps one of the most impressive 

ceremonies of the entire session was 
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Quail 


and you'll have: 


1. More Coveys 


2. Larger Coveys 
3. Larger Birds 


for best results... USE 


SCRUGGS 





Feeders 


Users Report Increases of from 8 to 40 Coveys per Year 


Write »—~> 


for complete information 





SCRUGGS QUAIL FEEDERS 
5205 Nebraska Ave. 
TAMPA, FLA. 
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the Brotherhood of the Jungle Cock 
Campfire initiation held in Bayfront 
Park with an audience of some 
3,000 persons. This ceremony was 
performed by a group of men who 
have organized themselves to teach 
youngsters of the world the great 
heritage there is in the sport of 
fishing. When a member sponsors a 
child, he vows to take him or her 
fishing at least once a year for the 
rest of his life. Four youngsters 
from Florida, including two Semi- 
nole Indians, were initiated into the 
group and given a complete set of 
fishing tackle for their first fishing 
trip with their new sponsors. 

Post-convention trips and tours 
took in all sections of the state as 
many of the fishing camps and tour- 
ist attractions threw away the key 
for all the OWAAers, welcoming 
them to use their facilities and to 
visit their exhibits. Eighteen of the 
23-member Florida Attractions As- 
sociation allowed registered con- 
ventioneers through their turnstiles 
gratis as an on-the-way-home 
feature. 

As the meeting drew to a close 
and the visitors packed up their 
fishing tackle and said their last 
good-byes, we heard many of the 
out-of-staters remark that the Flor- 
ida delegation had surely lived up 
to its promise of providing an in- 
teresting time during the convention. 

I remember well talking to Mr. 
and Mrs. Bill Ives, of Baltimore, 
Md., who were shortly to leave the 
hotel for their home. Bill had taken 
a deep sea trip, and he brought back 
a 30-lb. dolphin which won first 
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FINE FAMILY RESORT 
on 


LAKE GRIFFIN 
SAND BEACH 


SWIMMING ®@ 


FISHING ® BOATS 


MOTORS 


TWIN PALMS RESORT 


P. O. Box 34 
LEESBURG, FLORIDA 
A Place the Family Will Enjoy! 
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prize in that classification; he had 
also gone fishing in Lake Okeecho- 
bee, landing several nice-sized bass 
and a few bream. His wife had taken 
a trip to the Everglades. Both of 
them looked tired but happy. 

“Gosh, this state sure has some 
fine fishing,’ said Bill. “I hate to 
leave, but Ill be back for there’s 
a lot of other fishing spots that I 
want to try out.” His wife’s tired 
nod of the head was her only sign 
of assent, for she had told me earlier 
of the beautiful scenes she had gazed 
upon in that lush, tropical wonder- 
land called the Everglades. 





RAYFORD JONES FISH MARKET 
"the Fish rbru't Citta 
Shop With Us” 

FREE DELIVERY—PH. 4071 


302 East Beach Drive 
PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA 


We'll Clean Your Clothes 
You Clean the Fish 


K IRS TE 
THE CLEANER 
Phone 2504 


Wildwood, Florida 


WISE BOAT WORKS 


MOUNT DORA, FLORIDA 


Trip from Mt. Dora to Silver Springs 
—through Lake Dora, Dora Canal, 
Lake Eustis, Haines Creek, Lake 
Griffin, Oklawaha River, Silver 
River to Springs. 


TIME: One day trip—Private and 


group charter. 


PLACE: Yacht Club Dock. 


WISE BOAT WORKS 
Phone 5644—vMount Dora 





Sportsman. . 


In Just 15 Minutes... 
we can show you why Larson Watercraft are superior boats. These aluminum 
hulled, wood trimmed craft are designed, built and water tested to give you 
superior performance, safety, economy and long life. 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ON 14-FT. BOATS 
Buy your Larson Watercraft boat today and enter it in the Kissimmee- 





Here’s Your Boat ! 


Okeechobee Boat-a-Cade—will be about 50 of these boats entered. 


POUNDS MOTOR COMPANY 


WINTER GARDEN, FLORIDA 


STATE DISTRIBUTORS 


POUNDS TRACTOR Se cont. Haven, Florida 
POUNDS-ZEISS TRACTOR CO.—Sebring & Frostproof, Fla. 
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rhe Wildlife Trading Post is especially designed fer SWAPPING, BUYING or SELLING outdoor 
sports equipment, services, etc. Classified advertisements 15¢ a word per insertion, payable in 
advanee. Minimum advertisements 15 werds er $2.25. Initials, abbreviations and groups of 
numbers count as words. (Ne blind hox-namber ads can be accepted.) Send copy and remittance 
te: Wildlife Trading Pest, Florida Wildlife, Tallahassee, Fla. 





COTTAGES 





BRAND’S COTTAGES, with cooking facilities, 
Lake Tarpon. Good fishing, boats and bait. Box 
388, Tarpon Springs. Phone 2473. 


DOGS FOR SALE 


GERMAN SHORTHAIRED POINTERS—The All 
Purpose Dog you’ve read about. PUREBRED 
BEAGLES. Puppies usually. All dogs registered in 
A. K. C. LEONARD BENNETT, Lake Weir Ken- 
nels. Oklawaha, Fla. Phone 8464—Ocala. 


GUNS—AMMUNITION 











FRANCHISED POLY-CHOKE INSTALLERS. Flor- 
ida’s most complete gun servicing shop. Refinish- 
ing, restocking, customizing, plating and bluing. 
Any safe gun repaired and serviced. All work 
guaranteed. Bona-fide dealers’ trade _ solicited.— 
DON COOK’S GUN BLUING SHOP, Clay at Fair- 
banks, Winter Park, Florida. 





FISHING EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 





ATTENTION FISH CAMP OWNERS—3*4-inch mesh 
Shiner cast nets. Inquire Columbia Paint & Hard- 
ware, 2201 E. Broadway, Tampa. Florida. 





REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 





FISHING COTTAGES and trailer park on Lake 
Apopka, 330 ft. lake frontage, 600 ft. deep. 400 ft. 
pier, boat house 50 x 125. Twenty boats and equip- 
ment, eleven cottages and utility house. Well 
stocked and equipped. $65,000.00, terms. L. A. 
Grimes, Realtor. Telephone 2, Winter Garden, 
Florida. 


REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 





West Coast waterfront properties for sportsmen. 
Cottages, lots, acreage tracts. Business opportuni- 
ties in fishing camps, lodges, trailer parks and 
other investments—all on or adjacent to out- 
standing waterfront areas. No catalog—list. Indi- 
vidual requirements, clearly defined, invited from 
sportsmen.—H. P. D’ALEMBERTE, Realtor, 217 
N. Franklin St., Tampa. Florida. 








FOR SALE—40-acre tract includes ll-acre lake 
and seven-room house; also 27 acres on Gulf of 
Mexico.—H. JOE SMITH, Box 614, Tarpon Springs, 
Florida. 








FOR SALE—Choice Lake Front Lots. Priced from 
$500.00 to $2500.00. Liberal terms. Also new, mod- 
ern three bedroom home in Leesburg on Lake 
Harris, $35,000.00. Write E. C. Huey, P. O. Box 
525, Leesburg, Florida. 


REAL ESTATE, BUSINESS PROPERTIES 
HOLSHOUSER REALTY CO.—New location, 329 


Fifth St. South.—Real Estate, Loans, Rentals.— 
Phone 17-2469, St. Petersburg 5, Florida. 


BIRD FEEDERS FOR SALE 





WILD BIRD FEEDER—well constructed—has re- 
movable glass food container. Write for circular- 
photo.—ARTHUR GRANT, Dunedin, Florida 





WILD TURKEYS FOR SALE 





WILD TURKEYS, pure strain, day-old to mature 
breeders, $5 to $25. Also Chinese Pheasants, $1 
to $4—JOHN F. WEBSTER. Hernando. Florida. 
Game Farm License No. 6. 


FISHING CAMPS 


DADE COUNTY 


Everything for the fisherman at 
ROSENE’S BAIT AND TACKLE STORE 
6757 S.W. 8th St., Miami. Phone 87-9611 


GULF COUNTY 


GEORGE H. HARPER GROCERY, near Lake 

Wimico, famous for game & fish. Bait, boats & 
guides who produce, fresh or salt water. Write 
Wewahitchka, Fla., Ph. Port St. Joe: Canal 9103 J. 


MADISON COUNTY 


Deep sea and fresh water fishing camp. Three 
single cabins, one double and two-bedroom house, 
deep sea fishing boat, etc., on Steinhatchee River, 
two miles from open gulf. Terms. Joe F. Hembree, 
owner, Lee, Florida. 


PINELLAS COUNTY 


For discriminating fishermen, SNUG HARBOR 
LODGE & BOAT BASIN offers exhilarating salt 
air and busy fishing. 16 tidy boats, 11 fully equip- 
ped modern apartments. Halfway between Tampa 
and St. Petersburg on Gandy Boulevard. 


FISH BAIT FOR SALE 


LIVE BAIT FOR SALE—GILBERT’S HAPPY 
CONTENT WIGGLING, RED WATER WORMS— 
1,000 Worms, $5.00; 2,500 Worms, $11.25. Worms 
packed 100 to cup with ample feed for two weeks 
Orders shipped same day received, Prepaid.— 
GILBERT’S FARMS, CHIPLEY, FLORIDA. 


GREY CRICKETS—THE BEST BAIT. $1.50 per 
hundred postpaid. Take BREAM and SHELL- 
CRACKERS. Dealers Wanted. LUCKY LURE 
CRICKET, Leesburg, Florida. 
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NEW FISHING CONTEST 


Central Florida anglers, and sum- 
mer visitors to this area, recently 
were given an additional incentive 
to go after those big largemouth 
black bass that inhabit the famous 
fishing grounds of the fresh water 
lakes region. A brand new fishing 
contest, the Annual Central Florida 
Bass Fishing Contest, with head- 
quarters at Orlando, was inaugu- 
rated July 1. 

The contest, which will close Sep- 
tember 30, features a list of prizes 
valued at more than $1,000.00 put 
up by the Greater Orlando Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 
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During the first month of the 
contest, 130 entries have been re- 
ceived from 24 lakes, including fa- 
mous Lake Apopka, second largest 
lake in Florida. Entrants include 
tourists from nine states and Flo- 
ridians from 18 different communi- 
ties. Additional entries are expected 
as the tourney progresses. 


Leading the field at this time is 
a Winter Garden angler, David 
Cauley, whose catch tipped the 
scales at 13 pounds 4 ounces. 


There are two divisions in the 
contest—one for boys and girls un- 
der 15 years of age, and the other 
for anyone over this age. The con- 


test is open to all tourists and resi- 
dents of Florida and there is no 
entry fee. 


The master prize is a 14 h.p. out- 
board motor, with a year’s free 
service, a handsome plaque, and 
other items. There will be ten other 
grand prizes and six monthly prizes. 


Waren MEER <7 
Z 


FLORIDA ESS 








FLORIDA WILDLIFE 





On Lake Tsala Apopka and Highway 41 


Hlordia 


THE FISHING AND HUNTING CAPITAL OF FLORIDA 
(Visit Us and Make Us Prove It!!!) 





FISHING CAMPS FINE FOODS 


MODERN COTTAGES SERVED 
GUIDES i = | 3 vimmcecairs IN FINE 
HOTELS RESTAURANTS 
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is Landmark’’ 


Yes, Inverness has everything, but everythinz, to make your visit long remembered. Come 
anytime! Prices are down to earth and we assure you of a wonderful time! 


THIS PAGE ADVERTISEMENT SPONSORED BY THE FOLLOWING: 


S& W 


/ INVERNESS 
ANDERSON'S DRY CLEANING COCKTAIL BAR 


INVERNESS HARDWARE CO. AND DINING ROOM 
TAILORING —Air Conditioned — 
Modern Cottages Kitchenettes WwW HALE ve S , 
Tala Apopka Loree R E S T A U R A N A doouie S 
AN ALL YEAR ROUND RESORT Finer Food at Popular Prices 
TONY and BETTY MUND, Owners SOUTH INVERNESS, FLORIDA CAFE . SODAS 
FRANK D. SANDERS + MEMBER 
PRESIDENT Peninsular A hatrart Company AMERICAN TITLE ASSOCIATION 
. ABSTRACTS OF TITLE e TITLE INSURANCE ° 
MRS. OWEN KENNEDY Peer 
VICE-PRESIDENT TELEPHONE 3431 TITLE & TRUST COMPANY OF FLORIDA 
CITRUS MOTOR COMPANY EDENFIELD’S — citrus Tractor COMPANY 
FORD AUTOMOBILES AND TRUCKS SALES AND SERVICE FORD TRACTORS 
PHONE 3501 DEARBORN FARM IMPLEMENTS 
We Welcome You to Citrus County ® A Good Place to Live and Prosper 2 Relax or Retire 


Retire ou Wodest Jucome or Peusiou! 
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Blue Lakes Ridge, located | in Stal 

t on the southern edge of the s F = 
| Ocala National Forest in Send oe aaa 
r | Lake County just off of State a OS q — 2 
ia Highway 42 and in the heart Nee te LAKE LULA 2 ms: 
. of over 1,400 named lakes, 4S . EP ivvz 
i is a Sportsman’s Paradise : Or 


within itself. 


Along with SUNSHINE LIV- 
ING, you'll find the climate 
in this area is unexcelled, 
making it possible for you to 
spend the majority of your 
time out-of-doors the year 
















‘round. RIDGE 

! 100 LAKE FRONT LOTS? ~™ 
ACT Now! We offer you Mae Fuca OR 
an investment that will in- 42 OTHER LOTS HAANG =< 


i CESS TO FIVE LAKES. =" 
crease in value through the ACCESS T 


years. Don’t wait . . . come 
onan’ live... 


BLUE LAKES RIDGE 
BOX 101 


} 
PAISLEY, FLORIDA 
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Please Send Free Descriptive Literature, Particulars and Prices 
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